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Opinion

Bush vs. trees
Ruling may offer only temporary protection of national forests

In 1982, President Ronald Reagan recognized the need for strong standards to protect the 192 million acres of national
forests by signing into law the National Forest Management Act.

Unfortunately, a president who is less conservation-minded, George W. Bush, and his administration have sought in recent
years to weaken those protections.

In 2005, the U.S. Forest Service overhauled its land management regulations to give loggers more access to national
forests -- and give the public less of a chance to question the practice.

The proposed revision of the rules threatened the protection of trees, wildlife and water established under the 1982 law.

Environmental groups fought the revisions in federal court. They won a major victory last March when U.S. District Judge
Phyllis Hamilton ruled that the Forest Service could not use the 2005 rules without first evaluating whether they would
have adverse impacts.

A U.S. Justice Department appeal of that ruling was withdrawn on Monday, leading some environmental organizations to
declare victory -- perhaps prematurely.

"We are glad the Bush administration has thrown in the towel," said Trent Orr of Earthjustice. "The national forest
planning rules are like the Constitution for our national forests, and the Bush administration tried to throw out the Bill of
Rights."

We hope that the administration will stop trying to undermine the National Forest Management Act.

However, a statement on a Forest Service Web site says the agency has determined that the 2005 rules would not
negatively affect wildlife threatened with extinction.

Consequently, the Forest Service is "coming back with the same regulations," said Marc Fink, an attorney for the Center
for Biological Diversity. Fink said the issue appears headed back to court.

It is too soon, apparently, to relax in the cool shade of a national forest. 


