
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz._A decision to thin
22,000 acres of ponderosa pine forest in
the Kaibab National Forest has been over-
turned by regional forest officials, who
questioned potential soil erosion and how
the thinning would affect the view from
the highway.

The Sierra Club, Center for Biological
Diversity and Southwest Forest Alliance
applauded the reversal, saying it would
protect old growth trees in the Jacob Lake
area.

Kaibab Forest Supervisor Mike Williams,
who made the decision overturned by re-
gional officials, said he would fix the er-
rors and misunderstandings and that thin-
ning would eventually proceed.

Deputy Regional Forester Abel Camarena
said Williams didn't properly consider how
the cutting would affect soil erosion or
views for drivers on Highway 89A. The
oversights violate Forest Service rules.

The plan, as initially approved, called for
logging an average of one to two trees 18
inches or larger in diameter per acre
across 22,000 acres. It would be the larg-
est thinning project in the North Kaibab.

The Forest Service wants the land thinned
to restore forests to a more natural state
and to help prevent catastrophic wildfires
that can strip forests of all vegetation, in-
cluding more mature trees.
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"Our interest up there is thinning and re-
ducing fuels," said Williams. "Several trees
per acre is all we're talking about in those
larger size classes."

But environmentalists have argued the
Forest Service should not allow the cut-
ting of any larger-diameter trees _ an in-
centive offered to logging companies to
make the thinning projects more appeal-
ing.

"If they go back and they actually do a
thorough and honest analysis, I find it hard
to believe that they will not find impact to
soils from the logging of old growth
trees," said Sierra Club member Roxane
George.
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On the Net:

Kaibab National Forest: http://
www.fs.fed.us/r3/kai/
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