
Fish & Wildlife Sued for Not Listing Foreign Species 

SAN FRANCISCO, California, November 16, 2006 (ENS) - The Center for Biological Diversity today filed a lawsuit in
federal court against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for failing to provide protection for scores of the world’s most
imperiled bird species, in violation of the Endangered Species Act. 

Listing for foreign endangered species restricts buying and selling imperiled wildlife. It can increase conservation funding
and attention, and brings a higher level of scrutiny to projects proposed by the U.S. government and multilateral lending
agencies such as the World Bank. 

The species include the rare Okinawa Woodpecker in Japan and 55 other vanishing birds from around the planet. 

Endangered Species Act protection is crucial for the Okinawa woodpecker, Sapheopipo noguchii, due to ongoing
destruction of its forest habitat. A small number of woodpeckers remain in undisturbed subtropical forests in the northern
mountainous region of the island of Okinawa, Japan. 

The primary threat to woodpecker habitat is a joint U.S. and Japanese military proposal to construct additional helicopter
training landing areas, including roads and infrastructure. 

Also at issue is protection for five of the world’s rarest and most beautiful butterfly species, including the Harris’ Mimic
Swallowtail of Brazil, and Kaiser-I-Hind butterfly of Nepal and China. 

At least 11 additional bird species not included in the lawsuit have already gone extinct due to long delays in protecting
them, according to Peter Galvin, conservation cirector with the Center. 

Other bird species in the suit include the Giant Ibis of Laos and Cambodia, the blue-throated macaw of Bolivia, the black
stilt of New Zealand, the caerulean paradise-flycatcher of Indonesia, and the slender-billed curlew of Russia, Europe and
North Africa. 

The lawsuit argues that the Service first determined that protection is warranted under the Endangered Species Act more
than 20 years ago for many of these species. Two dozen of the bird species have been waiting for final action since 1984,
and 27 have been waiting since 1994. 

It has been more than a decade since the USFWS received a petition to list the foreign butterflies. 

"The U.S. has a responsibility to help protect these magnificent birds for future generations," says Galvin. "We can limit
trade in these vanishing species, and better assist with conservation and recovery efforts if they are listed under the
Endangered Species Act." 


