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Foes oppose site for Mormon church
A congregation plans a new house of worship with community-use potential

For 31 years, Mike Scullin and his family
have taken the windy route along High-
way 18 to get to their church, eight miles
away in Lake Arrowhead. Scullin, a mem-
ber of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, is hoping to shorten that
journey to two miles with construction
of a new Mormon church in Running
Springs.

The project, a 12,868-square-foot build-
ing on 7.71 acres along Highway 18 near
Nob Hill Drive, was approved by the San
Bernardino County Planning Commission
in June.

But four environmental groups - the Save
Our Forest Association, a Sierra Club
mountains group, the San Bernardino Val-
ley Audubon Society and the Center for
Biological Diversity - appealed, saying the
project merits additional environmental
studies. The Board of Supervisors will hear
the appeal Tuesday.

Scullin, a member of the church's gov-
erning body, said the community's growth
requires them to have two services on
Sundays at the Lake Arrowhead church -
one for Lake Arrowhead residents and
another for Running Springs members.

Running Springs has about 220 Mormons
who would use a new building mainly on
Sundays. Scullin said the church also
would be available to non-members for
youth and community activities.

Opponents say the project needs an envi-
ronmental-impact study. They cite con-
cerns about increased traffic, obstructed
forest views and increased fire hazard.

Patrick Marley, an attorney for the Save
our Forest Association, noted that the prop-
erty is zoned "resource conservation," an
open space designation. He said develop-
ment in that area isn't appropriate and sug-
gests the church find another location.

But Scullin and county planners say the
church will not add more cars to the free-
way because church members already take
that route to Lake Arrowhead. Scullin said
the church would reduce traffic and im-
prove safety by shortening their trips.

County planners agree. Julie Rynerson,
chief of current planning for the county,
said churches are approved uses in all
zoning districts, including resource con-
servation. She said the county is requir-
ing acceleration and deceleration lanes near
the entrance so traffic will not be slowed
by those attending the church.

However, environmentalists also see the
project as a broader trend that they fear
will spur more growth by clearing the way
for expanded roads, sewer and water con-
nections.

Two proposals that have raised the most
concern are a large-scale campsite in Twin
Peaks and a school in Rim Forest. The
Royal Rangers campground would cover
50 acres and could house up to 1,000
people with tents, a fort building,
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amphitheatres and a 248-bed dormitory.
The Church of the Woods project pro-
poses a 860-student school that would
include an amphitheatre, skate park, au-
ditorium, ballfield, chapel and other facili-
ties.

"The overall result is going to be a huge
impact on the traffic flows in the San
Bernardino Mountains," Marley said. "This
trend and degradation in the quality of life
in the San Bernardino Mountains is directly
related to the type of development the
Board of Supervisors has a tendency to
approve."

The Royal Rangers project likely will go
the commission next month, while the
school project has been withdrawn be-
cause the sponsor is preparing an envi-
ronmental study and new application that
may not be ready for another year,
Rynerson said.

Scullin said the Mormon church has been
unfairly lumped with the other two
projects. "Those are much larger projects
that have much more land impact," he said.


