
The United States District judge who dismissed a RICO lawsuit brought by Marina Point developers against
Fawnskin community activist Sandy Steers in March has made another ruling one week before the environmentalist's
case against the developers goes to court.

Judge Manuel Real issued an order Aug. 16 against the law firm of Foley & Lardner of San Diego, and two of
its lawyers, S. Wayne Rosenbaum and Susanne Washington, to pay court costs and attorneys fees for filing a
frivolous lawsuit.

Real ordered Foley & Lardner and the two associates to pay a total of $267,000. The amount "speaks to just how
outrageous these lawsuits were," said Roman Silberfeld, a lawyer for Friends of Fawnskin. "It's quite a slap
against the firm and the lawyers involved."

Steers declined to comment on the ruling, saying she would prefer to concentrate on the case against the
developer.

Silberfeld said it was an extraordinary ruling. "I've been practicing law for 31 years and I can't remember a
similar award of this magnitude against lawyers," Silberfeld said.

Jon Wilson, partner and chairman of litigation at Foley & Lardner's Los Angeles office, said the firm would likely
appeal the latest ruling. "We are disappointed by the ruling and respectfully disagree with it," Wilson said.

The RICO suit alleged that Steers engaged in a criminal conspiracy with Gene Zimmerman, Robin Eliason and
Scott Eliason of the U.S. Forest Service to stop the condominium project. Real dismissed the suit against Steers
with prejudice, putting an end to the developer's bid to keep Steers from fighting the 133-unit condominium
project known as Marina Point.

Steers was targeted in part due to her position as executive director of Friends of Fawnskin, an organization that
has led the fight against the project, which is on lakeside property in Fawnskin. Friends of Fawnskin and the
Center for Biological Diversity filed suit against the developers, claiming violations of the Endangered Species
Act and Clean Water Act. That case is scheduled to begin Tuesday, Aug. 23, in Judge Real's court in Los
Angeles.
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