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Feds may force eco-friendly fuels: Town officials say some big vehicles are a
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W hile rough New England winters may call for tough trucks and snow- plowing

SUVs, some environmentalists and federal regulations may force local communities

to rethink their next rides. 

"I’m sure people need four-wheel-drive vehicles," said Peter Galvin, a Framingham

native and conservation director with the Tucson-based Center for Biological

Diversity. "Do 90 percent have to be? That’s certainly a stretch." 

Natick Town Administrator Phil Lemnios said his town favors four-wheel-drive

autos for some workers because of the vehicles’ versatility. 

"It ’s primarily the ability to get through severe weather situations," he said. 

Lemnios said Natick has considered adding alternative fuel vehicles to the town

fleet and tried a natural gas-powered auto that "ran well," but noted there’s a

limited number of service stations offering natural gas at the pump. 

"We are looking at hybrids, but there is a cost premium," said Lemnios. "We’re

constantly evaluating those options." 

 But alternative fuel vehicles driving through the area could soon be a reality. 

In March, the U.S. District Court in California ruled the federal Department of



Energy must issue standards for local government vehicle fleets to contain some

alternative fuel vehicles, much like existing requirements for federal and state

vehicle fleets. 

Under the 1992 Energy Policy Act, 75 percent of federal vehicle fleets must be

alternative fuel vehicles. State government-owned fleets of at least 50 vehicles

are required to have at least 20 alternative fuel vehicles, according to the DOE. 

Federal energy officials must issue new local standards by September. 

The Center for Biological Diversity, one of the groups that successfully sued the

DOE to create new standards, has pushed local governments nationwide to tap

more alternative fuel vehicles, said Galvin. 

"They’re the early adopters of technology," he said. "We have to start somewhere

." 

According to J.D. Power and Associates, vehicles powered by hybrid electric or

"clean diesel" engines are estimated to occupy 11 percent of auto sales by 2012. 

Hybrid electric autos comprised less than 1 percent of vehicle sales in 2004,

according to J.D. Power. 

(John Hilliard can be reached at 508-626-4449 or jhilliar@cnc.com.)
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