
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
authorized a “lethal take” order
Wednesday for three Mexican gray
wolves, but it was not clear Thursday
whether the order includes the pregnant
alpha female of the affected Francisco
Pack, which was due to whelp.

The Grand Canyon Wildlands Council
released a statement Thursday regarding
the agency’s decision to destroy the wolves
that were responsible for killing livestock
on Catron County ranches and allotments.

“We deeply regret the agency’s decision
to destroy three wild Mexican wolves,”
the statement read. “It’s unfortunate that
this happened — for the livestock, the
wolves, including one of the first wolves
released for reintroduction, the ranchers
and the Arizonans and New Mexicans
who would like to see wolves restored to
their natural home. But we can also
appreciate that this is part of an effort to
bring back the wolves in a fair, responsible
way.”

The statement went on to say that livestock
owners are being compensated for their
losses by the Defenders of Wildlife
organization and that the ranchers in these
recent cases will also be compensated.

However, Kim Crumbo, wildlands director
for the Grand Canyon Wildlands Council,
was unaware — until after his
organization’s statement had been released
— that the alpha female of the Francisco
Pack was due to whelp this week.

“I’m just fuming right now,” he said after
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being told. “That was not in the (U.S. Fish
and Wildlife) press release and that’s a
major omission. I think special measures
need to be taken for that female. They
need to go in and remove that animal so
she can take care of those pups. That
animal is too valuable to be killed.”

A call to a Fish and Wildlife spokeswoman
had not been returned at press time
Thursday.

All members of the Francisco Pack were
reintroduced under the Mexican Wolf
Reintroduction Program — a project that
legally considers the wolves to be a
nonessential, experimental population —
a designation which allows for managing
wolves in conflict situations, including
“lethal take” or the killing of wolves.

During the past several weeks, the agency
confirmed that four livestock depredations
were committed by the pack.

Immediately following the first confirmed
depredation on April 29, the Mexican Wolf
Interagency Field Team began aversion
tactics to haze the wolves from the Rainey
Mesa area of the Gila Wilderness in New
Mexico, but the team was apparently
unsuccessful.

The agency’s Regional Director, H. Dale
Hall, said Wednesday that wolves that
repeatedly depredate endanger the
recovery of the species as a whole.”

“These efforts have failed in this case,
making lethal means the most responsive
method to address the needs of those
economically affected by wolf recovery,”
he said. “The behavior of these wolves
has left us with no effective alternative.”
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The manager of the Rainy Mesa Ranch
near Reserve told the Sun-News May 4
that two wolf packs had recently
depredated his herd and had stalked his
wife and children.

“(On April 29), the Francisco Pack killed
a cow about 400 yards from my front
door,” said Don Gatlin, who has managed
the ranch for owner Fred Galley for the
past six years. “It was a 2-year-old heifer
and Fish and Wildlife and the USDA
Animal Damage Control came and
confirmed it was a wolf kill. The wolves
were eating when I found them and it took
me 24 hours to get them to leave.”

The Wolf Recovery Program had
previously released and captured wolves
from the Francisco Pack and some of the
animals had previously been involved in at
least one confirmed cattle kill. After being
captured and taken into captivity, the lobos
were released again into the Gila
Wilderness on April 14 with the alpha
female expected to whelp within the
month.

Michael Robinson, carnivore conservation
coordinator for the Center for Biological
Diversity in Pinos Altos, said last week that
the depredation by the wolves was due to
the lobos gaining a taste for cattle after
feeding on neglected carcasses.


