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More Metro news
Foes of Fanita Ranch will take fight to court

Deadline passes for ballot challenge
By Michele Clock
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER
January 15, 2008

This time the fight over Fanita Ranch is poised to play out in court, rather than at the ballot box.

The deadline to launch a citywide referendum on the 2,600-acre housing development in Santee passed quietly Friday.

Instead of gathering signatures, environmentalists opposed to the project are focusing their energy on a legal challenge.

At the center of the debate is a project of nearly 1,400 homes. The project, the largest in city history, is expected to raise
Santee's population by at least 7 percent.

The City Council unanimously approved the Fanita Ranch development last month, and Carlsbad-based builder Barratt
American hopes to begin construction this year.

The decision to fight the project in court rather than at the voting booth was difficult and complicated, said longtime
project foe Van Collinsworth.

“Essentially our legal counsel said that the litigation was a viable way to challenge the project at this point,” Collinsworth
said.

Collinsworth's group, Preserve Wild Santee, teamed up with the Center for Biological Diversity and the Endangered
Habitats League in a Jan. 4 lawsuit against the city and the City Council. The suit contends that the city violated state law
by approving the project without adequately reviewing the possible consequences to the environment.

City officials have stood firmly behind the project, saying they are confident their environmental review will hold up in
court.

Residents have long debated whether homes should rise on the ranch's hilly, undeveloped acreage, and if so, how many.
Santee resident Mary Hunter, 66, said she had voted in favor of a 1999 proposal and supports this one, too. Hunter and her
husband had an interest in perhaps buying property there.

She was not surprised to hear about the legal challenge.

“I was thinking, when's the other shoe going to drop?” she said.

The issue has drawn Santee voters to the polls three times. The majority have voted against development plans and against
preserving the site in its current state.
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