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The Fish and Wildlife Service released an expansive new climate plan yesterday intended to spur 
the agency's response to the massive threats global climate change poses for land and wildlife. 

The proposed strategic plan sets climate change as one of the top priorities for the agency and 
maps out new ways for officials to work together with other federal agencies and state groups 
and within the agency itself. 

The 50-page document has been in the works since the waning days of the Bush administration. 
But the head of the agency said it represents a major change in how the agency addresses plants 
and wildlife. 

"This is a big fundamental shift in how we do conservation work," said Sam Hamilton, who was 
a career employee before taking the helm of the agency this summer. "We're going to move more 
into the landscape way of doing business and strategic habitat conservation." 

It sets up a series of efforts to address climate change, mostly focusing on adaptation and the 
potentially harmful effects a warming world could have on fish, wildlife and their habitats. The 
effort comes as the agency faces a mounting list of threats from climate change, such as coastal 
wildlife refuges disappearing as sea levels rise and alpine species running out of suitable space to 
live in. 

"Given the disruption and destabilization that a changing climate implies for our mission, our 
nation and our world, the service and Department of the Interior cannot afford to simply go on 
about business as usual," the plan states. 

The new plan directs the agency to develop science-based methods to identify the most 
vulnerable species and create a national fish and wildlife adaptation strategy to serve as a 
blueprint for conservation for the next 50 years. 



It also calls for a national biological inventory and monitoring partnership with climate change 
response centers and monitoring resources in the conservation community. The new partnership 
would work to generate scientific data needed to understand the effects of climate change on 
plants and wildlife. 

The effort will tie into a larger departmentwide initiative that Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
launched last week, aimed at breaking down barriers between different agencies to unite federal 
resources experts to address the challenges of global warming. 

Environmentalists applauded the plan as a good first step toward a more coordinated, forceful 
federal response to climate change. 

"It really has everything in it that climate change strategic plans should have," said Noah Matson, 
vice president for climate at Defenders of Wildlife. "There is a lot of momentum coming out of 
Interior, so it's really positive." 

But the document does not address some concerns environmentalists have raised about climate. 
For instance, the Center for Biological Diversity has sued the Interior Department in an effort to 
force the agency to consider potential effects of power plants and other projects on the polar 
bear. The new strategy does not change how the agency will address such endangered species 
consultations. 

"On the one hand, this is all good; they are getting the architecture in place and setting up a 
system to analyze this in a comprehensive way," said Bill Snape of the Center for Biological 
Diversity. "But the proof is in the pudding, and by that I mean these agencies are going to need 
to decide when they are going to say 'no' to a project because of global warming. We haven't 
seen that yet." 

 


