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Sliding toward extinction
Bald eagle seen as Endangered Species Act success while local species
continue to struggle
HILLARY BORRUD Staff Writer
When the bald eagle was removed from the federal endangered species list at the end of June, environmental activists
hailed the success of more than three decades of protection on the list. 

“The removal of the bald eagle from the endangered species list is a cause for tremendous celebration,” said Carter
Roberts, president of the World Wildlife Fund in a press release. 

“Just thirty years ago, this majestic bird was in danger of sliding ever further toward extinction, a state that so many other
creatures remain in today.” 

The bald eagle is one of the more famous species that has been listed under the 1973 federal Endangered Species Act. In
the Victor Valley, many lesser known species of plants and animals are protected on the federal list, and under California’
s own Endangered Species Act. 

“Both of those protect species that are on the downward slide towards extinction,” said Ileene Anderson, a biologist with
the Center for Biological Diversity in Los Angeles. 

Some of these species, such as Mojave tui chub fish and the Arroyo Toad, still exist in limited or artificial habitats but
have disappeared from the Mojave River where they once were found, said local wildlife biologist Tom Egan. Both are
listed on the federal Endangered Species Act. 

Egan said he does not know of any plant or animal species within the Victor Valley that has gone extinct over the past 40
years. In Tecopa, near the Nevada state line, the Tecopa pupfish was forced into extinction beginning in the 1940s, when
hot tubs were installed in the springs where it lived, said Anderson. 

The process of classifying species as extinct takes at least 10 years of documented absence, Anderson said. 

Residents of the High Desert will see fewer of some species, such as the state and federally threatened desert tortoise, as
development pushes them further away, Egan said. 

The tortoise also exists in other areas, but some species such as a group of plants known as “carbonate endemics” in
Lucerne Valley are much more vulnerable because they only exist in certain areas of the High Desert, Egan said. 

Grizzly bears once roamed the San Bernardino Mountains, Anderson said, but they have been “completely trapped and
shot out of the state. The only way they’re in California is on our flag.” 

Hillary Borrud may be reached at 951-6234 or hborrud@vvdailypress.com.


