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 The Center for Biological Diversity 
filed a petition yesterday asking the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to 
review the new federal gas mileage 
standards for light trucks and sport 
utility vehicles, saying they do not go 
far enough in limiting emissions and 
will not adequately protect endangered 
species (Tim Molloy, AP/San Jose 
Mercury News, April 6). Announced last 
week, the new standard for light trucks 
will be 22.2 miles per gallon, up from 
21.6 mpg for the current model year. 
The current standard for passenger cars 
is 27.5 mpg.

    SUVs, vans and pickup trucks -- those 
weighing between 8,500 and 10,000
pounds -- have been exempt from 
fue l -economy ru les  s ince  they 
were established in the 1970s. The 
administration estimated that requiring 
these heavier vehicles to improve 
their mileage would save half a billion 
gallons of fuel in 2011 and would cost 
manufacturers between $900 and $2,800 
per vehicle.

   The rules will cover 2008 through 
2011. Experts said they could not predict 
the average number of miles per gallon 
that light trucks would be able to achieve 
(Greenwire, March 29). Consumers 
cooling on hybrids Automakers are 
increasing fi nancial incentives for hybrid 
vehicles in response to a slowdown in 
consumer enthusiasm. Ford Motor Co. 
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announced it will offer zero percent 
financing for up to five years on its 
Escape hybrid SUV through July 5, and 
Toyota offered 3.9 percent fi nancing 
for its Highlander SUV. It recently 
cut Highlander hybrid production by 
more than a third to match output with 
demand.

   And Honda sold 69 percent fewer 
Accord hybrids in March than it did 
in March 2005, a total of 581 cars, 
according to statistics from Green 
Congress. The cooldown may be due 
to a Consumer Reports study that said 
only two of six hybrid models -- the 
Toyota Prius and Honda Civic -- made 
up for their initial higher price after 
fi ve years and 75,000 miles. Premiums 
on most hybrids are $3,000 to $5,000 
over regular vehicles (Stoll/Chon, Wall 
Street Journal [subscription required], 
April 7). 

   


