
CALIFORNIA CITY - Environmental-
ists are trying to stop an off-road race
scheduled for Saturday, saying proper
environmental reviews have not been
conducted and that the event could im-
peril sensitive wildlife and plants.
The Center for Biological Diversity is
trying to halt an off-road race being held
by BP Motorsports of Woodland Hills in
California City.

The group says the city should have
conducted a biological and public review
of the race under the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act.

The race imperils the desert tortoise,
listed as threatened under the Endan-
gered Species Act, and the Mohave
ground squirrel, listed as a threatened
species by state regulators.

"This is the time of year when they
are active and could be in the road," said
Daniel Patterson, a biologist with the
Center of Biological Diversity.

The race also endangers two plant spe-
cies, the Barstow woolly sunflower and
desert cymopterus, Patterson said.

City Manager William Way said the
city is monitoring the race preparations
and has asked that a wildlife biologist re-
view the race plans. The city has also
been in contact with California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game officials to
clarify the situation.

"Steps are being taken to alleviate the
concerns out there," Way said. "The
city's position is to monitor this and to do
the wisest thing."

The race, featuring motorcycles and
all-terrain vehicles, is the first of eight
such events planned in the Kern County
desert, organizers said.

"All these events are held on estab-
lished roads and trails," said Louis Wor-
thy of Desert Racing, which is helping
promote the race. "Plants don't grow on
established trails and desert tortoises
don't make their homes in the middle of
roads."

Race promoters had tried to set up a
similar race series last year, but those
plans were scrapped after the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Game sent
a letter to the city saying that an envi-
ronmental review would be required.

In that letter, wildlife officials said pro-
tected species could be harmed by be-
ing hit by vehicles, by their burrows be-
ing run over, or by race-related fires.

The letter said wildlife could be harmed
whether or not the race is held on roads
because wildlife uses the road and be-
cause racers may not stay on the course.

Development of staging areas, spec-
tator areas and facilities, and support op-
erations as well as the specific race align-
ment will result in impacts to habitat,
according to the letter.

Way said he had not seen last year's
letter because it had been lost during the
recent change in city managers. Fish and
Game officials were expected to send a
copy of the 2004 letter along with a new
letter on the issue, but the city had not
received either letter as of late Thurs-
day afternoon.
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