
Ranchers have implanted chips in the
brains of environmentalists.

I know this because there are a few stra-
tegic things you could do if you wanted
to undermine the Mexican wolf recov-
ery effort, and the enviros are doing them
all.

First, you characterize the program as a
failure.

"Today's headlines sound straight out of
the 1920s when the goal was extermi-
nation." (Press release from Michael J.
Robinson, Center for Biological Diver-
sity. )

Then you challenge the competency of
the program's administration by dubbing
it "an interagency government wolf bu-
reaucracy dulled by too many years of
captivity." (Robinson press release.)

Then you ignore Arizona's most eloquent
voice in support of wolves.

Bobbie Holaday is the alpha female of
the wolf advocates. Her grass-roots or-
ganizing, dogged determination and ad-
mirable patience in behalf of wolves be-
gan in 1988 and culminated in the initial
release of wolves in 1998.

She is smart, has credibility and under-
stands the difference between honey and
vinegar.
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By Linda Valdez Yet she recently withdrew as adviser to

an alliance of environmental groups that
claims to represent the interest of
wolves. She says she suffered personal
attacks on her character and motives
because she objected to idiotic comments
like those quoted above.

Nobody in the alliance spoke in her de-
fense, Holaday says, although a few in-
dividuals called after she announced her
withdrawal. Groups in the alliance are
Defenders of Wildlife, Center for Bio-
logical Diversity, Grand Canyon Chap-
ter of Sierra Club, Rio Grande Chapter
of Sierra Club, Southwest Environmen-
tal Center, Grand Canyon Wildlands
Council, Arizona Wilderness Coalition,
Sky Island Alliance, Forest Guardians,
Animal Defense League of Arizona, the
Rewilding Institute and the Arizona Zoo-
logical Society.

Hard to imagine so many people re-
mained silent in the face of rudeness to-
ward a woman who has done so much
for wolves, which is why I think some
mind control must be involved.

With ranchers still staunchly opposed to
the wolf program and enviros condemn-
ing the way it is being run, the "easiest
thing" a politician could do is call it bro-
ken, stop releases, cut funding and put
the whole thing on permanent hold, says
Terry Johnson, endangered-species co-
ordinator at the Arizona Game and Fish
Department and member of the
multiagency committee that oversees
wolf reintroduction.

Does that sound like the assessment of
a dull bureaucrat to anybody out there?

The so-called poster wolf, who became
a symbol after her picture was taken as
she was released into the wild in 1998,
was just recaptured because she ac-
quired a taste for beef. Ranchers who
won the ear of a Republican lawmaker
put a proposal on the table that could lead
to more lethal methods against wolves.
And there is a cowboy in the White
House.

This is public comment time on proposed
changes to the program, and wolf advo-
cates who had their wits about them
would be urging people to act intelligently.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
want specific comments on specific pro-
posals, say Johnson and Colleen
Buchanan, assistant Mexican wolf re-
covery coordinator for Fish and Wildlife.

What they are getting is a lot of yadda-
yadda. As of June 20, Johnson says he
had gone through 1,866 e-mailed com-
ments and 125 letters. Of those, 1,750
were form letters espousing what he
calls "philosophical constructs," mostly
from the Center for Biological Diversity.
The bulk of the rest were "I hate wolves"
or "I love wolves" missives. Only eight
offered constructive comments on the
specific proposals being considered.



That's not good enough.

Environmentalists should be offering
constructive suggestions to counter the
ranchers' proposals. They should be
trumpeting the success of a program in
which wolves are reproducing and form-
ing packs in the wild, taking down wild
prey and howling into a night sky that
missed them for five decades.

They would remember that the phrase
"wild-eyed environmental extremist" is
a pejorative, not a job description.

I'd like to tell them this is about wolves,
not the chest-thumping and ego strutting
of Ed Abbey wannabes. But if they
wouldn't listen to a woman who tried to
say it with tact and grace, they are un-
likely to listen to me.

Those cow chips must be mighty pow-
erful, Hoss.


