
Issue: The Center for Biological Diversity has petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to list the
polar bear as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), claiming that "polar bears may
become extinct due to global warming." The Center, an extreme environmental group, warns that man-made
global warming is melting Arctic ice that polar bears use for their habitat. FWS estimates the polar bear
population to be around 28,000 worldwide. As an article in the Los Angeles Times reports, the campaign to
list the polar bear really isn't about protecting the bear but about pushing Americans to believe in man-made
global warming. As Richard Pombo (R-CA), chairman of the U.S. House Resources Committee told the
paper, "Given the rising number of polar bears in the Arctic this appears to be a public relations and fundraising
stunt." For example, read some claims from the Center's press release and our responses: Center's claim:
"Temperatures are rising far more rapidly in the Arctic than in the rest of the world. As a result, sea ice is rapidly
melting away. Even under relatively optimistic future emissions scenarios, some climate models predict that
summer sea ice will disappear completely by the end of this century." Response: Yes, sea ice is melting because
of the Pacific Decadal Oscillation, a periodic release of energy from the ocean. All of the warming occurred in
approximately a one-year span from 1976-1977. Arctic temperatures have been gradually declining since but
have yet to reach the pre-oscillation levels. Center's claim: "That global warming is occurring and accelerating
due to man’s production of “greenhouse gases,” primarily from the burning of fossil fuels for energy, is no
longer subject to credible scientific dispute." Response: Absolutely false. There is no scientific proof that the
slight warming of surface temperature of the earth that we are seeing is due to man, greenhouse gas emissions
or fossil fuels. Center's claim: “Protection under the Endangered Species Act will provide concrete protection
to polar bears. . .” Response: In the U.S., polar bears are already a federally protected species under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, which prohibits hunting by non-natives. Additionally, an international
agreement signed in 1976 helps oversee their well-being. FWS works with energy companies so that roads
and pipelines avoid denning areas. Center's claim: Threatened status for the polar bear will "requir[e] a height-
ened level of environmental review before oil and gas development can proceed in polar bear habitat in the
United States Arctic." Response: Now the truth comes out— the Center's petition isn't about the polar bear
but about trying to stop oil and gas exploration in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Background and links:
Read about the Center's campaign to list polar bears as threatened at: http:/www.biologicaldiversity.org/swcbd/
species/polarbear/index.html
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