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Amid the city's hustle and bustle tower reminders of the land we live in, living monuments of
the Sonoran Desert.

"People are just in love with their desert and this is probably a symbolic cactus," said Michael
Finkelstein, with the Center for Biological Diversity.

That love might explain many people's reaction to the destruction of three saguaros along the
Rillito River near First Avenue last October.

After receiving a number of phone calls, the Center for Biological Diversity posted a thousand
dollar reward for anyone helping convict the vandals; half for the information, the other half
after the conviction.

"It's something to turn in somebody, but if they don't show up to court to help convict, then we
didn't accomplish our goal," Finkelstein said.

"Well, he was watching them do it.  He'd been involved in some minor graffiti along the walkway,
and so he knew the people down there and he was watching them do it, and so he came forward for
the reward, there's not question he came forward for the reward money, he even admits that,"
said Tucson Police Detective Skip Woodward.

"He" was the informant whom Detective Skip Woodward said helped Tucson Police find Joshua
Huffman, Christopher Newman, and Lincoln Herget.  All three pleaded guilty to criminal damage,
and were sentenced to two months in jail, three years probation, 300 hours community service,
anger management classes, and fined $3500 in restitution.

The informant will receive the other half of his reward this week.

Huffman has also been charged in another case with sexual assault, aggravated assault, and armed
robbery after victims picked him out from a lineup.

"And because we had the reward money and because we had those guys ID'd very quickly, it led to
the discovery of some very valuable evidence that will be used in his trial later on, in a
couple of months," Woodward said.

"It kind of brought some tears to the eyes of the folks in the office just because maybe we
helped a little bit on something that means a lot more to some families in Tucson," Finkelstein
said.

And Tucson is home to a worldwide watchdog that got involved in a local investigation.

"It's funny.  We work on such a global scale, ranging from the polar bears to coral reefs in
Florida, and Tucson's our backyard," Finkelstein said.

A backyard that still needs plenty of supervision, as graffiti makes its way back into the park
beside the Rillito River. 


