
Jun. 30--Two environmental groups
are appealing a decision by the Santa
Fe National Forest to permit contin-
ued livestock grazing on wetlands
and near archaeological sites in the
Jemez mountains.

Forest Guardians and the Center for
Biological Diversity appealed the
grazing decision for the 100,000-acre
San Diego Range allotment, saying
the U.S. Forest Service failed to ad-
equately protect habitat for the bald
eagle, the Mexican spotted owl, the
northern goshawk, the western yel-
low-billed cuckoo, the Rio Grande cut-
throat trout and the Rio Grande chub,
among other wildlife species.

The allotment is south of Fenton Lake
and split by the Jemez River, encom-
passing Jemez Springs, Gilman and
Canon. Grazing isn't allowed along the
Jemez River but is permitted along
Cebolla Creek and the Rio de la Vaca.
It is part of the old Canon de San Di-
ego Land Grant, purchased by the
Forest Service in 1965.

All livestock were removed from the
area until 1972, "due to poor resource
conditions," according to the envi-
ronmental-impact statement prepared
by the Forest Service for the San Di-
ego Range decision.

Under the decision, cattle grazing will
be allowed on about 74,000 acres of
the area, including several pastures
and wetlands along two creeks that
the groups believe should be closed
to grazing. "We would love to see
the whole thing closed, but realisti-
cally, we would like to see some of

the pastures, like one along Cebolla
Creek, closed to grazing," said Billy
Stern, Forest Guardians grazing co-
ordinator.

Currently, 264 cattle are allowed in the
allotment during summer and fall; 128
are allowed during the winter and
spring, according to the final envi-
ronmental-impact statement for the
project. Those numbers are 80 per-
cent below historic stocking levels,
according to the Forest Service.

The allotment contains more than
1,680 identified archeological sites,
including ancestral Jemez Pueblo
sites, within areas where grazing will
be allowed. The report notes that
cattle grazing may damage archaeo-
logical sites.

Only 220 sites are afforded protec-
tion from the impacts of livestock graz-
ing, according to Forest Guardians.
Another 17 sites on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places will be in pas-
tures where grazing is allowed.
"They're going to use brush piles to
keep cows away," Stern said. "We
honestly don't think it will work."

The Forest Service met with officials
from the pueblos of Jemez, Cochiti,
Zia and Santo Domingo, area resi-
dents and the local livestock asso-
ciation while working on the project,
according to the environmental as-
sessment.

The groups claim the decision vio-
lates the National Environmental
Policy Act, the National Forest Man-
agement Act, the Clean Water Act,
the Endangered Species Act, the Ad-
ministrative Procedures Act and the
National Historic Preservation Act.
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