
Environmental group
challenges state, PL on
murrelet, coho rules

SACRAMENTO -- An environmental
group is taking on the state and Pacific
Lumber Co. to try to stop Palco op-
erations in areas inhabited by marbled
murrelets and coho salmon.

In papers filed in Superior Court in Sac-
ramento, the Center for Biological Di-
versity said its suit charges the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Game and
the Houston-based Maxxam Co.,
which owns Palco, with multiple
violationsand claims that the
Schwarzenegger administration at-
tempted to sidestep both the courts and
the law on behalf of Maxxam.

The suit claims that in 1999, DFG is-
sued to Maxxam/PL permits to kill
marbled murrelets and coho salmon
through the infamous Headwaters Deal,
which also gave Maxxam/PL $500 mil-
lion for approximately 7,300 acres of
land.According to the group, these
takepermits were based on Maxxam/
PLs federal habitat conservation plan
and in 2003, they were struck down
and invalidated when a California Su-
perior Court ruled they violated the
California Endangered Species Act and
other laws.

Chuck Center, Palco communications
director, said Tuesday the company had

no immediate comment because its of-
ficials had not yet seen the suit.

State officials also declined comment
Tuesday, until theyd had a chance to
look at the lawsuit.

According to the suit, Palco in Decem-
ber 2004 requested to the DFG that it
find the company's conservation plan
consistent with the Endangered Species
Act, which DFG did in 2005.

Cynthia Elkins -- formerly with the En-
vironmental Protection Information
Center in Garberville and currently
spokeswoman for the Biological Diver-
sity Center -- said in a press release
that Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
pledged to protect redwood forests
while campaigning for governor. How-
ever, Elkins said, it appears like he for-
got this promise as soon as he was
elected, and that the administration is
serving Maxxam rather than the pre-
cious redwoods and endangered spe-
cies of this state.

The endangered marbled murrelet nests
in redwood forests in California.

Coho salmon are considered endan-
gered in California.

The center claims that Palcos conser-
vation plan aims to destroy 10,000
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acres of marbled murrelet nesting habi-
tat, which DFG previously estimated
would kill up to 340 individual birds.

The center, which has offices in Wash-
ington, D.C., and throughout the West,
is seeking a temporary stay, a restrain-
ing order and preliminary and perma-
nent injunctions restraining DFG and
Pacific Lumber from taking any actions
to implement or rely on the marbled
murrelet or coho salmon consistency
determinations, pending full compliance
with the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality and Endangered
Species acts.

The suit also asks that DFG void its Feb.
9, 2005, marbled murrelet consistency
determination and to conduct an envi-
ronmental review.


