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Establishing what some observers call a "framework" for future conservation planning by 
agricultural landowners, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced plans to 
create a federal Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets and a Conservation and Land 
Management Environmental Services Board. 
 
The new entities, announced by the agency on Monday, will aid the secretary of 
agriculture in developing new technical guidelines for assessing the benefits for 
environmental protection measures, which could be used to help further programs for 
mitigating climate change. 
 
Included in the 2008 Farm Bill, the initiative to create the new entities will target farmers, 
ranchers and forest landowners and help them participate in market-based incentives 
programs to help the environment, with the first priority being carbon-trading programs, 
according to the bill. 
 
The Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets, in particular, will "enable America's 
agriculture producers to better compete, trade their services around the world and make 
significant contributions to help improve the environment," U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Ed Schafer said in a statement Monday. 
 
Jon Scholl, American Farmland Trust president, said in a statement that conservation and 
other environmentally friendly measures taken by agriculture landowners could have a 
significant impact on some of the world's most pressing environmental issues. 
 
"Agriculture also is one of the most cost-effective ways to improve two of our nation's 
most pressing environmental challenges — water quality and climate change," he said. 
"Creating markets for environmental benefits will result in enormous new opportunities 
for farmers and ranchers to improve the environment while expanding their sources of 
revenue." 
 
The establishment of the new entities is also earning praise from some environmental 
advocates, who hope that information gathering conducted by the new entities will help 



bolster environmental protections. 
 
David H. Johnson, director of the global owl project for the Center for Biological 
Diversity, said his advocacy organization was especially pleased with the parts of the new 
USDA initiative that require further "metrics" to be gathered about the effectiveness of 
environmental programs. 
 
The initiative "establishes technical guidelines for environmental services" and provides a 
"framework for more illumination and more advancement of conservation," said Johnson, 
whose organization has recently targeted federal agencies in several lawsuits alleging 
failure to properly protect threatened and endangered species in certain sensitive areas. 
 
Schafer said he would name Sally Collins, former associate chief of the USDA Forest 
Service, as the director of the Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets, which will have 
direct access to the secretary of agriculture. 
 
The Conservation and Land Management Environmental Services Board will comprise 
the secretaries of interior, energy, commerce, transportation and defense as well as the 
chairman of the Council of Economic Advisors, the director of the White House Office of 
Science and Technology, the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and 
the commander of the Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
The board will be overseen by a federally chartered public advisory committee, which 
will include farmers, ranchers, forest landowners, tribal representatives and 
representatives from state natural resource and conservation departments.  
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