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Environmentalists, Utilities Mull DOE Corridor Ruling

Utilities, officials and environmental groups are all planning their next moves following the March 6 refusal of the U.S. Department of Energy
to review its designation of Southwest and Mid-Atlantic transmission corridors.
DOE established in October the Southwest National Interest Electric Transmission Corridor and another one in the Mid-Atlantic under
provisions of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. It stated that rehearing requests lacked merit, citing extensive data in DOE’s 2006
transmission-corridor study and in public comments.
The refusal to rehear the matter may be good news for Southern California Edison and San Diego Gas & Electric, which both want to build
transmission lines.
The corridor designation means developers can appeal state rejection of proposed projects to federal regulators.
Edison has already started that process for the 230- mile, 500 kV Devers-to-Palo Verde No. 2 transmission line, which would run through the
Southwest transmission corridor.
The designation could also prove beneficial for San Diego Gas & Electric, which has faced an uphill state battle for the Sunrise Powerlink.
SDG&E on Thursday filed testimony in the second phase of its Sunrise application to the California Public Utilities Commission. The first
phase of the proceeding addressed economics and the need for the wires, and current testimony will focus on route and environmental issues
[A06-08-010].
While California electric utilities have 47 highvoltage power lines, SDG&E has only one 500 kV line, SDG&E spokeswoman Jennifer
Briscoe said.
SDG&E needs Sunrise, a 500 kV line, so it can improve electric power reliability, she said. Intervenors in the case dispute that argument.
“Our intent is to build the line as soon as we can,” Briscoe said.
Meanwhile, the Center for Biological Diversity—which is vehemently opposed to Sunrise—announced Wednesday it amended its federal
lawsuit to overturn DOE’s corridor decisions. 
The Tucson, Ariz.-based nonprofit earlier appealed DOE’s original October 2007 decision to U.S. District Court in the Central District of
California.
Amy Atwood, CBD’s staff attorney, said they recently amended the filing to claim DOE violated the Endangered Species Act.
The center fears transmission projects will be built without regard for wilderness areas in the seven California and three Arizona counties that
fall within the Southwest transmission corridor.
The center’s lawsuit identified 95 threatened or endangered species in the corridor, which also includes national wildlife refuges, national
parks and wilderness areas.
The Southwest corridor designation puts area transmission projects on a “fast track” that cancels state and federal environmental laws, the
center said.
The complaint urges federal judges to find the corridor violates the National Environmental Policy Act, the Federal Power Act as amended by
the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and the ESA.
Atwood expects DOE to file a motion to dismiss the center’s lawsuit based on arguments that the case should be filed in a federal appeals
court.
It is not clear whether transmission projects will be allowed to proceed under the DOE transmission-corridor designation during appeals [John
Edwards].


