
  Endangered species thrive

The federal Endangered Species 
Act has been “remarkably suc-
cessful” in the Northeast, with the 
populations of 93 percent of spe-
cies listed in the region either stabi-
lizing or increasing since going on 
the list, according to a report from 
a conservation group.

In addition, no Northeast species 
has gone extinct since being put 
on the list, said the report by the 
Center for Biological Diversity, a 
nonprofi t conservation group based 
in Arizona.

“The 93 percent was a higher 
number than we had anticipated. It 
was a bit surprising,” said Peter J. 
Galvin, conservation director for 
the center. 

“It’s possible and maybe even 
probable that the rate is a bit higher 
in the Northeast than in other parts 
of the country because of the strong 
involvement of state agencies, insti-
tutions and conservation groups 
... That’s played a large role in the 
recovery of species,” he said.

The group plans to do similar stud-
ies for other parts of the country 
this year, he said. The Northeast 
study was intended to be the fi rst 
assessment of population trends of 

species listed under the landmark 
1973 federal Endangered Species 
Act.

While the act is 33 years old, 
“long-term population trend data 
have never been systematically 
gathered and analyzed for a large, 
unbiased sample of species,” the 
report said.

The group studied 41 Northeast 
species whose population trends 
were known. For eight others, no 
consistent data existed. Three spe-
cies lost population since being 
listed - the Indiana bat, American 
Hart’s-tongue fern and the Puritan 
tiger beetle, although the group 
found the tiger beetle’s population 
had increased in the Connecticut 
River Valley due to “intense habitat 
management and a reintroduction 
program.”

The group found the populations of 
27 species, or 66 percent of those 
studied, had increased since being 
listed, and the populations of 11 
species, 27 percent of those stud-
ied, remained stable. Among the 
Northeast species whose popula-
tions had increased were the bald 
eagle, peregrine falcon, humpback 
whale, Karner blue butterfl y and 
dwarf cinquefoil, a wildfl ower.

One of the conservation groups 
credited by the center with helping 

endangered species recover was the 
New England Wild Flower Society.

William E. Brumback, conservation 
director for the society, said it has 
been active in establishing a seed 
bank of the region’s rare plants. 
However, he said, in many cases 
it is diffi cult to raise endangered 
plants from seed and then trans-
plant them into the wild, because 
their habitat needs are often endan-
gered as well. Some grow only in 
the alpine conditions on mountain 
tops. Others need especially acidic 
conditions found around bogs.

Brumback called the report’s fi nd-
ings “a pleasant surprise.” 
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