
Today, people throughout New Mex-
ico and the nation will celebrate more 
than 30 years of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, which conservationists said 
has been the impetus behind more 
than 100 wildlife success stories.

The U.S. Senate declared May 11, 
2006, to be “Endangered Species 
Day” to encourage the American 
people to become educated about 
and aware of threats to species, suc-
cess stories in species recovery, and 
the opportunity to promote species 
conservation worldwide.

“From key deer and green sea turtles 
in Florida , to grizzly bears and 
wolves in Montana , sea otters and 
blue butterflies in California , and 
short-nose sturgeon and roseate terns 
in New York ,” said Kieran Suckling, 
policy director of the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity. “The Endangered 
Species Act has not only saved hun-
dreds of species from extinction, but 
also put them on the road to recovery. 
The Endangered Species Act is one 
of America ‘s most successful con-
servation laws.”

Many New Mexicans will gather 
today at an Albuquerque rally to 
celebrate the first-ever Endangered 
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Species Day. On Wednesday, Gov. 
Bill Richardson asked New Mexi-
cans across the state to join him in 
honoring wildlife protection success 
stories today.

“Like the vast majority of Ameri-
cans, I support the Endangered Spe-
cies Act and want it implemented 
sensibly to provide for habitat and 
species conservation before species 
become endangered,” he said. “God 
has blessed our nation with abundant 
wildlife species and varied natural 
habitats, but we must continue to 
manage them carefully and respect-
fully. America ‘s natural heritage is 
special and it should be handed on 
to future generations in good condi-
tion.”

Conservation Organizations expect-
ed to participate in activities at the 
Rio Grande Nature Center State Park 
today include Animal Protection of 
New Mexico, Defenders of Wildlife, 
Endangered Species Coalition, For-
est Guardians, League of Conserva-
tion Voters, New Mexico Wildlife 
Federation and the Rio Grande 
Chapter of the Sierra Club.

Michael Robinson, carnivore conser-
vation coordinator for the Center for 
Biological Diversity in Pinos Altos, 
said Wednesday the Act has provided 
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for success stories in New Mexico .

“We are succeeding,” he said. “But 
the thing is, that recovery often takes 
decades and it’s sometimes hard 
to see with the ups and downs of a 
year. Like the Mexican gray wolf 
population has been down the past 
couple of years, but they were in an 
emergency in 1976. Now, it’s back 
in the wild and there’s a captive 
breeding program which hopes for 
more releases. Other species have a 
longer road to go, and the jaguar is 
one of them. They’re just beginning 
to come back into New Mexico . And 
falcons have had a lot of the benefits 
of captive breeding and cooperation 
between public and private entities 
for reintroduction.”

Hunting and trapping resulted in the 
extirpation of Mexican gray wolves 
from the U.S. by 1970. Wolves 
captured in Mexico were used to 
establish a captive breeding program 
and as of 2005, there were 35 to 49 
Mexican gray wolves in the wild 
making up eight packs.

Habitat degradation, competition 
and hybridization with exotic fish 
species, most notably rainbow and 
brown trout, caused declines in Gila 
trout populations and numbers in 
the Gila River. A survey conducted 



in 1975 estimated the entire Gila 
trout population at less than 7,600, 
but today numbers have increased 
to around 37,000 and the number of 
Gila trout populations has increased 
from five to 14.


