
Sen. Wayne Allard of Colorado 
recently introduced legislation 
designed to gut the Endangered 
Species Act. Similar legislation 
sponsored by Rep. Richard Pom-
bo, R-Calif., recently passed in the 
House of Representatives. Pombo 
and Allard claim that the ESA does 
not work and called it a failure.

A recent study by the Center for 
Biological Diversity evaluated the 
effectiveness of the ESA in eight 
northeastern states ( www.esasuc-
cess.org/reports/). This study evalu-
ated the status of all 52 species in 
these states that have been protected 
under the ESA for a minimum of six 
years. Results of the study show that 
none of the species protected has 
become extinct. Thus, the ESA has 
been 100 percent successful in pre-
venting extinction in the northeast-
ern United States (nationally, the 
ESA has been more than 99 percent 
successful).

A frequent criticism of the ESA is 
that only 13 of 1,350 species listed 

in the United States have recovered 
sufficiently to be removed from the 
list. Because of this, Pombo claims 
the ESA has a zero-percent suc-
cess rate. He ignores the fact that 
recovery of an endangered species 
does not occur overnight. Under 
the ESA, when a species is listed, 
a recovery plan is developed and a 
recovery timeline established by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In 
the northeastern United States, 11 
endangered species were predicted 
to have recovered by 2005 under 
their recovery plan timelines. Seven 
of these species have indeed been 
delisted, proposed for delisting or 
downlisted. Two additional endan-
gered species have been delisted or 
downlisted. Considering the chronic 
underfunding of recovery programs, 
the recovery of nine species when 
recovery plans had predicted 11 is 
very successful.

Another way to evaluate success 
of the ESA is whether populations 
of species protected under the act 
have declined, remained stable or 
increased. Of the species protected 
in the northeastern United States, 
65 percent have increased in popu-
lation and 28 percent have remained 

stable. Thus, 93 percent of the spe-
cies listed improved or remained 
stable.

In summary, the study shows that in 
the northeastern United States, the 
ESA has been 100 percent success-
ful in preventing extinction and 93 
percent successful in stabilizing or 
moving species toward recovery. 
The act has been 82 percent suc-
cessful in meeting recovery time-
lines. Despite Allard’s and Pombo’s 
assertions to the contrary, when 
evaluated objectively, the ESA has 
been highly successful.

Allard and Pombo’s attempt to gut 
the ESA not only eliminates conser-
vation measures on tens of millions 
of acres of critical habitat, it will also 
be extremely costly. It would require 
the public to pay developers, the oil 
and gas industry and other special 
interest groups to avoid harming or 
killing endangered species. This is 
bad legislation that needs to be de-
feated. 
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