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It comes down to this. 
 
Bald eagles don't vote. Ranchers and farmers do. 
 
Alligators don't give campaign contributions. Corporations do. 
 
Sea turtles don't have PACs. Property rights activists do. 
 
And so why should it surprise anyone that the U.S. House of Representatives on Thursday voted, largely along party 
lines, to gut the Endangered Species Act? 
 
In a freebooting age when legislating has nearly become a cash-and-carry business, one can only marvel at the sheer 
naivety of Richard Nixon and the circa-1973 members of Congress. 
 
That earlier generation of political leaders governed in an age when it was presumed that the federal government had a 
role to play in preventing thousands of animal and plant species from being pushed over the brink of extinction by 
harmful development, industrial and agricultural practices. 
 
In today's Washington Swamp, environmental stewardship has given way to a survival of the fittest philosophy. And 
make no mistake: The fittest in the Swamp are deemed to be those who can throw the most money at candidates and 
their political parties, hire the best lobbyists and deliver the largest bloc of votes on election day. 
 
The cynically titled "Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act" is the brainchild of U.S. Rep. Richard Pombo, 
a California Republican, wealthy rancher and property rights activist who has had the Endangered Species Act in his 
gunsights since he was elected in 1992. 
 
Under Pombo's "reform," the federal government's ability to designate habitat protection areas for endangered species 
would be eliminated, to be replaced by a meaningless "recovery" planning process with no enforcement teeth. 
 
A requirement that federal agencies use "best available science" to determine how to protect endangered species would 
also be gone, leaving political appointees to decide for themselves what "science" to apply in their decision making. 
 
Pesticide production and use would be exempted from review under the revision; as though by an act of Congress 
species can be rendered immune to the spraying of potentially harmful chemicals across the American landscape. 
 
Most outlandish of all, Pombo's revision creates a gigantic new entitlement program for property owners. If it becomes 
law, developers, corporations, ranchers or farmers will be entitled to compensation from the federal government if 
species protection measures impinge on their right to use their land as they see fit. 
 
Call it the Endangered Condo Act. Developers would be entitled to just compensation if the saving of sea turtles 
prevents even one more condominium from rising on a Florida beach. 
 
The Congressional Budget Office has put the estimated cost of that new corporate welfare provision at $10 million the 
first five years alone. After that, the price to taxpayers could soar as more and more property owners tap into their new 
entitlement. 
 
"The Pombo bill guts the critical habitat provision of the law, it ties the federal government's hands in how it can 
protect species, and then for good measure it busts the budget," says Philip E. Clapp, president of the National 
Environmental Trust. "It is one of the most ill-conceived, hastily-considered pieces of legislation ever rammed through 
Congress." 
 
We are embarrassed to see that U.S. Rep. Cliff Stearns, R-Ocala, who represents part of Alachua County, voted for this 
atrocious bill. We are proud of U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville, who represents the rest of Alachua County, 
for opposing it. 
 
Unfortunately, this attempted gutting of the Endangered Species Act is just the latest assault on America's landmark 
environmental protection laws. Previous Bush Administration and Republican-controlled Congress actions have 
similarly weakened clean air and clean water laws in the interest of allowing business, industry and development free 
reign to pursue profits at the expense of the public health and the natural environment. 
 
We can only hope that cooler heads will prevail in the U.S. Senate, and that the upper chamber will refuse to go along 
with Pombo's Endangered Condo Act. 
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