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August 1, 2008

Oregon joins four states in EPA suit
Federal government neglected to regulate greenhouse-gas emissions, their 
lawsuit says

By Beth Casper
Statesman Journal

Oregon has joined four other states and environmental groups to sue the federal government, 
claiming that the Environmental Protection Agency has ignored its duty to regulate 
greenhouse-gas emissions from ships, aircraft, agricultural machines and construction 
equipment.

The notice to the EPA was announced Thursday in Coburg.

"These are large important sectors of greenhouse gas emissions from the United States," said 
Dan Galpern, an attorney with the Eugene-based Western Environmental Law Center, one of 
the groups petitioning the EPA. "And they are emissions that can be controlled and as yet are 
entirely unregulated by EPA."

Galpern said these non-road sources of pollution make up 12 percent of all mobile 
greenhouse-gas emissions. They make up slightly more than 3 percent of the total U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The federal government defends its actions regarding greenhouse-gas emissions.

"EPA has been responsive to the petition … and we will continue to move forward in the
regulating process," said spokesperson Jonathan Shradar. "These states would find it more
beneficial to spend their time lobbying members of Congress to pass responsible environmental
legislation."

The intent-to-sue notice follows a similar lawsuit filed by Oregon and 17 other states to force 
EPA to regulate greenhouse-gases from cars and light trucks.

The states and environmental groups say that EPA has spent six months ignoring their petition, 
filed in January. The notice, sent Thursday, notifies EPA of their intent to sue within 180 days 
under the Clean Air Act.

"Here in Oregon, we are ready to take the necessary steps to protect our planet from global 
warming, but the federal government continues to sidestep the issue with red tape and 
bureaucratic delay," said Oregon Attorney General Hardy Myers in a prepared statement. "Yet 
again the Bush Administration EPA is ignoring its duty to combat pollution. If we are serious 
about fighting climate change, we must limit emissions from our transportation and commercial 
sectors."

Non-road vehicles and engines cover everything from mining, agricultural and construction 
equipment to forklifts, snowmobiles and off-road motorcycles. Federal regulations would likely 
require manufacturers to redesign the equipment so that it could use different fuels, require less 
fuel or use battery power instead.
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In the notice of intent to sue, Oregon and the Western Environmental Law Center were joined 
by California, Connecticut, New Jersey, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection, the city of New York, Oceana, Earth Justice, Friends of the Earth, the Center for 
Biological Diversity, International Center for Technology Assessment and the Center for Food 
Safety.
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