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ST. GEORGE - More than a year has passed since several public hearings took place on the 
proposed Toquop Energy Project, a 750-megawatt, coal-fired power plant located on approximately 
600 acres of land about 14 miles northeast of Mesquite. 

Meanwhile, Toquop officials are waiting for approval of the project located in Lincoln County, Nev., 
which company spokesman Frank Maisano said will be needed more than ever since several coal-
fired power plants in the state have been taken off the drawing board. 

As the process moves forward, a new wrinkle may end up delaying the project as the Center for 
Biological Diversity served notice on two federal agencies Wednesday that it intends to challenge a 
government plan for mana- ging approxi-mately 11.5 million acres of public land in east-central 
Nevada that would put endangered species at risk. 

Amy Atwood, senior attorney and public lands energy director at the center, said the notice isn't 
challenging power plants but the Ely Resource Management Plan, approved by the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management in 2008, which covers not only the sale of public lands for the construction of three 
new coal-fired plants, but also allows for off-road vehicle use, grazing and mining. 

"We are very concerned about the Toquop station. They are planning to construct in critical habitat for 
the desert tortoises and it doesn't appear to have any viable water resources," Atwood said. "We are 
watching the development with a lot of interest." 

First proposed as a natural gas plant in 2003, the company proposing the project, Sithe Global 
Power, LLC, changed the application as a coal-fire plant as gas prices skyrocketed. 

Jill Lufrano, public information officer for the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, said the 
division is still working on the public comment and public notice before issuing a permit for the power 
plant. 

"We are still working through those," Lufrano said. "We received a significant number Ð more than we 
have seen for any other project in many years." 

One of the main issues waiting to be resolved is a ruling from the Environmental Protection Agency to 
see if there will be any impact on endangered species in the area of Toquop. 

Lufrano said once the information is received regarding endangered species, new guidelines will 
need to be evaluated. 

"We can't give a timeline when it may be done," Lufrano said of the air permitting process. 

Over the last year, other issues have been raised about the project, including the disposal of fly-ash 
and the loss of water rights and Maisano said there is "just a little bit of uncertainty" about some CO2-
related items, but the permit is still in the process and still moving forward. 

5/15/2009http://www.thespectrum.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090514/NEWS01/905140303...



 

The Center for Biological Diversity isn't the only group watching the project with interest. 

Michele Burkett, president of Defend Our Desert, an environmental group based in Mesquite, said the 
Toquop Energy Project is still very much on the minds of the citizens group. 

"All the application are pending, so Toquop is very much alive," she said. 

New regulations Ð such as carbon emissions and coal ash Ð may impact the project, but Burkett, like 
others, is still waiting to see what the outcome will be and if the draft permit is finalized. 

Working closely with the Citizens for Dixie's Future, a grass-roots coalition of residents in Washington 
County, Burkett said the groups have worked well together on the Toquop issue. 

As for the Center for Biological Diversity's claim that "power plants authorized by the plan would be 
totally inconsistent with the need to phase out coal immediately," Maisano said the plan to phase out 
coal doesn't seem to be anyone's plan except for theirs. 

"Many places still continue to use coal - up to the tune of about 50 percent of our power," Maisano 
said. 

As for the Center's intent to sue the Bureau of Land Management and Fish and Wildlife Services for 
violations of the Endangered Species Act if the agencies fail to take action to remedy the violations 
and protect the endangered species, Maisano said it was typical of the Center for Biological Diversity.

"It's not unusual for them to file like this in all corners," he said. "The lawsuit is a non-story in our mind 
because they (the center) do this so much it's like crying wolf again." 
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