
 
 

Editorial: We can only succeed by working together

 
Thursday, August 14, 2008 
 
 
The politics and issues of the day are far-reaching. Cities, towns and their elected officials are finding that they must work together, 
combining their efforts to better ensure the results that they or their residents desire. 
 
This was evident when the Prescott City Council and Prescott Valley Town Council met this week in their first joint session in decades. 
They got together to hear updates on the Big Chino pipeline project. 
 
All of the players present expressed confidence when it comes to the ecological study; the Department of Water Resources should finish 
with the application soon, kicking off the comment period. 
 
On the other hand, we do not share water attorney Norm James' optimism concerning a lawsuit. Nearly four years have gone by since the 
Center for Biological Diversity threatened in 2004 to file a lawsuit over the pipeline. "No suit has been filed, and I doubt if there will be a 
lawsuit filed," he said. 
 
James said that the language in the Endangered Species Act, which the Center for Biological Diversity cited in its initial intent to sue, 
would not lend itself to a lawsuit over the pipeline. "We don't see the basis for a lawsuit," he said. 
 
Here's the kicker: "Does that mean that a frivolous lawsuit won't be filed? No," he admitted. 
 
In this age of cooperation and combined efforts, not everyone will see things "your" way. They also can sue any time, and the suit may 
not be winnable but you'll have to defend against it anyway. 
 
If that does not call for a need to continue joint sessions, combined efforts, communication, mitigation plans - and maybe even 
compromise - nothing does. You must plan ahead and be prepared for the unimaginable. 
 
Do not allow "working together" to be only a catchphrase. 
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