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The state Public Utilities Commission will hold a public hearing Thursday in Thousand Oaks on Edison’s proposal to build an electrical substation and 
power lines through the Tierra Rejada greenbelt. 

The proposal has raised concerns among residents, environmentalists and government officials who are worried about health and safety issues, including 
possible fire risk. 

“A greenbelt is very valuable for wildlife species, but it’s also important for keeping cities contained,” said Jonathan Evans, an attorney with the Center 
of Biological Diversity, based in San Francisco. 

The Tierra Rejada greenbelt borders the cities of Thousand Oaks, Simi Valley and Moorpark. 

Evans’ group is one of more than 20 that have filed an objection to the project and has requested a chance to be heard before the PUC. 

Southern California Edison officials have said the project is needed to help ease expected demand in the Conejo Valley and Simi Valley. Demand is 
expected to exceed operating capacity in two years. The substation would serve Thousand Oaks, Simi Valley and part of unincorporated Ventura County. 

Since only the PUC can approve the project, no local agencies will have a hearing on it. 

The PUC has recently required a full environmental impact report be prepared for the project, which it said “could result in potentially significant 
environmental impacts.” 

Chuck Cronin, the co-founder of a local group that opposes the project, said it doesn’t address the lack of buildable lots in the area, little population 
growth and future efforts for alternative energy. 

“It goes against everything that is coming down the pike. It’s counterintuitive,” Cronin said. 

Cronin is a part of the Substation Transmission Towers Opposition Project, a group of residents who want Edison to be more forthcoming with 
information.  

Officials from Moorpark, Simi Valley and Thousand Oaks have sent letters to express reservations about the project. 

The substation would be built near Olson Road, east of Country Club Drive in Thousand Oaks.  

It is described as a low-profile distribution substation that would allow high-voltage electricity to be reduced to a lower voltage so it could be distributed 
to homes and businesses, according to a fact sheet about the project.  

A new overheard subtransmission line, about 4 1/2 miles long, would connect with two existing substations.  

The first line would begin at an existing line near the intersection of Read and Moorpark roads, and run east along Read Road to Sunset Valley Road. The 
second line would begin near Tierra Rejada and Sunset Valley roads and run south along Sunset Valley to Read Road. The two lines would run east on 
one pole, crossing Highway 23 to a proposed substation. 

Olsen Road is a major thoroughfare connecting Simi and Thousand Oaks. The Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum is on the street as is the 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department’s East County Station.  

Edison officials have said three of the area’s substations, two of which are in Thousand Oaks and a third in Simi Valley, will likely exceed their capacity 
in 2010. To review a copy of Edison’s project, visit: http://www.sce.com/presidential. 

The PUC hearing is at 3 p.m. Thursday at the Palm Garden Hotel, Palm II Room, 495 N. Ventu Park Road, Thousand Oaks. 

— Staff writer Teresa Rochester contributed to this report. 
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