
Earth Day steers clear of deep-pocket support

David Melero and Lora Jones looked
content as they perused booths and
sipped frozen drinks at the first-ever
Tucson Community Earth Day
Celebration on Saturday at Himmel Park.

But you can bet their Eegee’s cups didn’t
come from the festival.

“I guess I’m surprised there’s no
Domino’s, or Eegee’s, or McDonald’s,”
Jones said, surveying the different
booths set up. “Like, they’re not
environmentally aware?”

Therein was the point of the event,
which was meant as a departure from
the city’s more established Earth Day
celebration. The older festivities - April
16 marked the 11th year - use donations
from corporate groups.

Meredith Hartwell, one of the
Community Earth Day organizers, said
she and others wanted to put on an event
that was more community-oriented by
declining the support of large
corporations in favor of smaller groups
friendly to the environment.

The celebration lasted from 10 a.m. until
7 p.m. and drew several hundred people,
who visited booths about recycling,
organic gardening, peace and kindness
to animals, among about 70 featured
topics and businesses.
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A favorite activity for Callum Robbins-
Gennerich, 8, was the Tucson Puppet
Works display, where he got to make a
puppet out of recycled materials.

A thatch of old carpet was the wild hair
atop the rich tan complexion of a toilet
paper roll.

Callum says he also has his own
environmentally friendly ideas to work
on when he grows up.

“I’m going to try to get people to buy
more solar,” he said, “and make cars that
use solar power from the sun, all battery-
powered. No gasoline.”

His friend Cepheus Martinez, also 8, had
a different focus.

“I think everyone should spend time with
their friends,” he said.

But Cepheus was right on the mark, by
Hartwell’s philosophy.

“I think there’s a large need out there
for better quality of life. The reason for
that is we’ve all bought into the TV
consumerism that more is better, and if
you buy more, you’ll be happy,” she said.
“The opposite is true.

The more people connect with the land
and the Earth, and the more they
connect with the people around them,
the better their lives are.”

On the Net
Here are a handful of the local grass-
roots groups featured at Saturday’s
Tucson Community Earth Day
Celebration:

Tucson Community-Supported
Agriculture, at www.tucsoncsa.org or
203-6500.

Bicas (Bicycle Inter-community
Action & Salvage), at bicas.org or
628-7950.

The Vegetarian Resource Group of
Tucson: www.vrgt.org or 682-0075.

The Tucson-based Solar Alliance, at
www.solarinstitute.org or 792-6579.


