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SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER EDITORIAL BOARD

The Bush administration deserves credit for its efforts to make the transition go smoothly, perhaps exceptionally so. 
But these are also ominous days, with Republican political appointees trying to rush through dangerous rule changes on
the environment, domestic surveillance, workplace safety and more.

It's almost an across-the-board push. The Labor Department is finishing a new rule that would hinder regulations on 
workers' exposures to toxic substances and hazardous chemicals. The Justice Department is working on a proposal to 
expand the surveillance powers of state and local governments. A Department of Transportation agency is relaxing 
limits on the number of consecutive hours truckers can drive, despite the safety risks associated with fatigue.

Much of the worst activity involves the environment, where those loyal to the master of dark bureaucratic magic, Vice 
President Dick Cheney, have final chances to enact the nastiest aspects of industry wish lists. Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility properly calls this "the most dangerous time of the year."

On Tuesday, the Environmental Protection Agency gave its approval to removing stream protections in areas where 
coal companies remove entire mountaintops. Of special concern to the Northwest, the administration proposes to allow 
catastrophic weakening of Endangered Species Act protections, letting individual federal agencies decide on their own 
whether their projects will hurt struggling species.

The Center for Biological Diversity 
already is calling on Barack Obama and Congress to roll back any ESA rule changes immediately after the 
inauguration. But the best course would be for President George W. Bush, acting so gracefully on the transition, to call 
off the rush to write rules that will hurt the public, the environment and his administration's standing in history.
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