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species act 
Green activists rue easing of 

by Kate Nolan - Oct. 31, 2008 12:00 AM

 
The Arizona Republic 

 
president takes office Jan. 20. 
other endangered species - when a new 
to the Arizona bald eagle - and hundreds of 
cuts and Joe the Plumber is what will happen 
Lost amid the discussions of socialism, tax 

 
California condor.  
the grizzly bear, the bald eagle and the 
1973 law that has been credited with saving 
change the Endangered Species Act, the 
new set of rules that would drastically 
administration, one of its final acts may be a 
In the waning days of the Bush 

 
Wildlife Service has over endangered species.  
would limit the oversight the U.S. Fish and 
administratively without congressional input, 
The rules, which are being pushed through 

 
biologists before they can go forward. 
reviewed independently by Fish and Wildlife 
could affect endangered species are 
gases, from review. Federal projects that 
including those that cause greenhouse 
by exempting numerous federal activities, 
weaken protections for endangered species 
Interior Secretary Dirk Kemp- thorne would 
Critics say the changes being proposed by 

species. 
determine whether projects would harm 
could conduct their own reviews to 
agencies, such as the Bureau of Reclamation, 
Under Kempthorne's proposal, other federal 

species in May. 
Polar bears were listed as a threatened 
with projects in protected polar-bear habitat. 
emissions and global warming when dealing 
required to consider the impact of carbon 
Agencies, for instance, would not be 

elsewhere have been delisted. 
still considered threatened although eagles 
Arizona population of bald eagles, which are 
whether a logging proposal would affect the 
not have to consult with Fish and Wildlife on 
Or in Arizona, the U.S. Forest Service would 

for the National Wildlife Federation.
John Kost- yack, the director of conservation 
highways with minimal cost or delay," said 
purpose is to push through projects like 
key review is done by agencies whose 
"The ESA would be far less effective if the 

habitat.
weaken the only law that protects animal 
cynical attempt by the Bush administration to 
Biological Diversity views the proposal as a 
In Phoenix, Robin Silver of the Center for 

Candidates weigh in 
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Wildlife are burdensome.  
species and that consultations with Fish and 
impact of their actions on endangered 
federal agencies are able to assess the 
The Interior Department argues that other 

 
are adopted.  
sworn to end the proposed changes if they 
of the Endangered Species Act and has 
Obama says he's an enthusiastic supporter 
Democratic presidential candidate Barack 

 
campaign opposed the proposed changes.  
act is fundamentally sound." In August, his 
of the Endangered Species Act and think the 
magazine, "I support the strong protections 
told the National Wildlife Federation's 
survive the impacts of climate change. He 
resources to ensure that fish and wildlife 
Obama endorses proposals to devote 

 
Arizona cases.  
pressed for exemptions in two high-profile 
Endangered Species Act, although he 
clear. He has said that he supports the 
Arizona Sen. John McCain's position is less 

and the telescope was built. Since then, the 
environmental-impact study was completed, 
stepped in with legislation before an 
build a large telescope project. McCain 
where the University of Arizona wanted to 
rodents occupied a small spruce forest 
red squirrel. In 1989, 100 of the endangered 
The first case concerned the Mount Graham 

hundreds. 
squirrel population has remained in the low 

endangered species.
San Pedro River watershed, home to several 
to allow pumping of groundwater from the 
More recently, McCain introduced legislation 

questions for this story. 
campaign office did not respond to 
Spokesmen from McCain's national 

he sided with development."
But when there were choices these two times, 
guns and knives, but he has not gone after it. 
go after the Endangered Species Act with 
Club. "There are members of Congress who 
lot of time on," said Rob Smith of the Sierra 
"Mostly it's not an issue (McCain) spends a 

Interior and Agriculture.
appointments to head the Departments of 
Endangered Species Act debate involves 
Another issue that hangs over the 

Maricopa Audubon.
agricultural land, said Bob Witzeman of 
Nearly half of Arizona is federal or 

Changes debated 

lists fewer species than any of his recent 
past eight years have been a disaster. Bush 
the nation's endangered species, and the 
"These people have life-or-death control of 
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Witzeman said. 
predecessors, including Ronald Reagan," 

 
life are running out the clock. 
climate change and other factors of modern 
Species Act. But the conservationists say 
to the effectiveness of the Endangered 
Conservationists and Interior sources attest 

 
U.S. and Mexico. 
endangered jaguars that roam between the 
border will disrupt the handful of 
quickly. And a planned fence on the Arizona 
temperatures can level plant and fish species 
deaths in Arizona. Rising stream 
desert already is resulting in baby eagle 
Intensification of drought and heat in the 




