
9. ENDANGERED SPECIES: As U.S. prepares wolf delisting, groups plan lawsuit 
(04/01/2009)

Patrick Reis, E&E reporter

Environmental groups announced a planned lawsuit today aimed at keeping gray wolves on the endangered species list, a bid to
thwart a Department of Interior effort to delist them.

Interior says wolves in the Northern Rockies and Great Lakes have recovered and plans on May 4 to transfer management 
responsibility to the states, many of which have planned hunts to trim the predators' population. The federal government plans to
retain wolf management authority in Wyoming.

Environmental groups say they will file a 60-day notice of their intent to sue tomorrow. They contend that wolves in the Northern 
Rockies cannot be considered fully recovered until they have a genetically interconnected population and that state management
plans provide inadequate safeguards to ensure wolves' continued recovery.

"Last time the [Fish and Wildlife Service] removed legal protections, there was an all-out war on wolves in the weeks that 
followed," said Louisa Willcox, director of the Natural Resources Defense Council's office in Livingston, Mont. "We are so 
incredibly close to fulfilling the conditions necessary to declare the wolves' comeback as complete, but this move threatens to 
undo what should be an incredible conservation success story."

Ed Bangs, the federal wolf recovery coordinator, said the service expects the lawsuit.

Idaho is planning to open its wolf hunting season from Oct. 1 through the end of the year, and Montana may begin hunts in the 
fall, as well, representatives of the states' wildlife agencies said.

Environmental groups successfully sued to block Interior's previous two attempts to delist wolves in 2007 and 2008, but this rule 
includes modifications intended to make it more palatable to federal judges.

U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy last summer strongly criticized Wyoming's management plan while freezing the 2008 rule, 
which was later withdrawn. Wyoming's plan would classify wolves as predators that can be shot on sight in nearly 90 percent of 
the state.

Under the rule to be published tomorrow in the Federal Register, Wyoming's wolves remain under federal care. Bangs said that 
he had heard indications that some groups in Wyoming intended to sue over being excluded from the delisting decision.

The environmental groups argue that designating a population recovered in Montana and Idaho and not in Wyoming violates the 
Endangered Species Act and makes the rule more likely to be overturned in court.

Wolves have been a hot-button issue in the Northern Rockies since they were reintroduced a decade ago.

Environmentalists contend that they are a critical piece of the Western ecosystem, but many ranchers are angry about losing 
livestock to the predators and saw the move as a federal intrusion into their way of life.

Lawsuit over Appalachian flying squirrel

Environmental groups today filed notice of their intent to sue the Fish and Wildlife service unless the agency returns the West 
Virginia northern flying squirrel to the endangered species list.

The Bush administration removed the squirrel from the list in August, but the groups say it remains endangered.

"The decision to take the flying squirrel off the endangered species list was a political move to allow more destruction of the 
squirrel's forest habitat for energy extraction and development," said Judy Rodd, director of Friends of Blackwater, a West 
Virginia-based conservation group.

The squirrel's mountaintop habitat is threatened by climate change as warming temperatures shrink Appalachian forests, 
according to Noah Greenwald, biodiversity program director for the Center for Biological Diversity.

Lawsuit over Calif. seabird
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The Center for Biological Diversity today sued the Fish and Wildlife Service to force a final decision on the ashy storm petrel.

The group argues that the bird should be placed under the protection of the Endangered Species Act because its numbers are in
decline due to climate change, ocean acidification, pollution and habitat loss to development.

The group petitioned FWS to list the bird in October 2007, and in May 2008 the agency announced it would conduct a full review 
of the petition. Under ESA guidelines, the final finding was due in October 2008.

A study of the bird's abundance at sea found that the birds declined by 76 percent from 1986 to 2007, according to Shaye Wolf, 
a biologist with the center.

Scott Flaherty, a spokesman for FWS's Pacific Southwest Region, said he had not seen the suit and that the agency does not 
comment on pending litigation.

 
 


