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Rahall urges reversal of Bush wildlife rules

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Rep. 
Nick J. Rahall is among a group of 
House Democrats who are asking 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar and 
Commerce Secretary Gary Locke 
to rescind two changes former 
President Bush made five days 
before leaving the White House in 
January.

Bush  reversed  a  long- t ime 
requirement that any federal agency 
must consult with biologists from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
before taking any action that could 
threaten a protected species. Bush 
made those consultations optional.

Bush also issued a new rule 
exempting greenhouse gases from 
any regulatory decisions to protect 
the polar bears under the Endangered 
Species Act.

The Omnibus Appropriations Bill, 
which became law when President 
Obama signed it on March 11, 
gives Salazar 60 days to rescind 
Bush’s last-minute changes. Salazar 
can immediately restore federal 
protections for endangered species, 
including polar bears, if he signs an 
order by May 9.

The act, passed in 1973, was signed 
into law by President Nixon. It has 
protected a wide variety of animals 

- from wolves to bald eagles, from 
salmon to sea lions, from blue 
whales to turtles.

The April letter follows a complaint 
to the Bush administration from 
Rahall, D-W.Va., and his colleagues 
last September, shortly after 
Bush first proposed easing ESA 
regulations.

“They cut at the heart of the law 
that has protected and recovered 
endangered fish, wildlife and plants 
for the past 35 years,” the April 
letter says. “They contradict the 
letter and spirit of the ESA and 
will result in reduced protection for 
imperiled fish and wildlife.”

The letter says the budget bill 
gives Salazar and Locke authority 
to rescind the last-minute Bush 
regulat ions without  holding 
t ime-consuming rulemaking 
procedures.

“The Congress chose to grant you 
this expedited authority because 
the effect of exercising it ... would 
be to simply restore the original 
rules” Rahall’s letter states. “Quick 
withdrawal of these flawed rules is 
essential. Every day they remain in 
effect places endangered wildlife at 
greater risk of extinction.”

Francisca Santana, from the 
Center for Biological Diversity 
in San Francisco, said the Bush 
administration changes “exclude the 
greatest future threat to endangered 

species - global warming - from 
consideration under the [Endangered 
Species] Act.

“Scientists estimate that nearly a 
third of the world’s species could 
be committed to extinction by 2050 
if current levels of greenhouse gas 
emissions continue.”

Groups  oppos ing  the  Bush 
regulations include the Ecological 
Society of America, Society for 
Conservation Biology, Endangered 
Species Coalition, Ornithological 
Council and National Wildlife 
Society.

O n  T h u r s d a y,  t h e  I n t e r i o r 
Department sent a proposed “final 
rule” about the ESA regulations 
to the Office of Management and 
Budget in the White House.

That “final rule” would immediately 
restore requirements that federal 
agencies consult with scientists 
before taking any actions that might 
threaten animals or plants on the 
endangered species list.
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