
F RAMINGHAM - Environmental-
ists concerned about a congressional 
attempt to weaken the Endangered 
Species Act gathered at Garden in 
the Woods yesterday to discuss a 
new report detailing the law’s suc-
cess protecting plants and animals 
in the Northeast.
    A bill pending in Congress would 
eliminate critical habitat protections, 
reduce oversight of pesticides and 
give polluting industries a role in 
species recovery planning, accord-
ing to Peter Galvin, a Framingham 
native who is director of conserva-
tion at the Center for Biological Di-
versity.
    “It would...in a variety of different 
ways put the fox in charge of guard-
ing the henhouse,” Galvin said yes-
terday. “Unfortunately, it’s a pollut-
ers’ dream bill. They’ve bought and 
paid for their congressmen and they 
got their bill.”
    The bill was approved by the U.S. 
House of Representatives last Sep-
tember after being introduced by 
Rep. Richard Pombo of California, 
who said the Endangered Species 
Act “has failed to recover endan-
gered species while confl ict and liti-
gation have plagued local commu-

nities and private property owners 
alike.”
    But environmentalists say the 
Endangered Species Act has suc-
cessfully protected dwindling plant 
and animal species despite limited 
fi nancial support from the govern-
ment.
    Yesterday at Garden in the Woods, 
the Arizona-based Center for Bio-
logical Diversity released a report 
that found 93 percent of endangered 
species in New England, New York 
and New Jersey have maintained or 
increased their populations under 
the federal law’s protection.
    The analysis is based on 41 spe-
cies for which good data is avail-
able, out of a total of 53 federally 
listed endangered plants and ani-
mals, Galvin said.
    Of the 41 species, two-thirds have 
improved under Endangered Spe-
cies Act oversight, and 27 percent 
remained stable.
    Nineteen of 29 Massachusetts 
species have improved, including 
the bald eagle, American peregrine 
falcon and blue whale.
    “The fact that no species has gone 
extinct that’s been protected under 
the Act...is a resounding success,” 
Galvin said.
    Galvin said the Senate has not 
taken up the endangered species 

bill, but may do so within the next 
few months.
    Massachusetts has gone even fur-
ther than the federal law in protect-
ing endangered species, said William 
Brumback, conservation director of 
the New England Wild Flower So-
ciety, which operates Garden in the 
Woods in Framingham.
    “Massachusetts has one of the 
strongest endangered species acts in 
the country. It does go beyond the 
federal act because it protects plants 
on private land, which the federal 
act (does not do),” Brumback said.
    Yesterday’s meeting included pre-
sentations by several groups work-
ing to protect endangered species. 
Chelsea Gwyther, executive director 
of the Connecticut River Watershed 
Council, discussed how hydroelec-
tric dams in the river and tributaries 
prevent migratory fi sh from reach-
ing nesting ground.
    “It’s amazing that any of our mi-
gratory fi sh are able to spawn at all,” 
Gwyther said. “Almost all of the 
endangered or threatened species in 
the Connecticut watershed are im-
pacted in some way by dams.” 
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