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CLIMATE: Groups back petition to spur national CO2 
standard (12/21/2009) 

Robin Bravender, E&E reporter 

More than 100 advocacy groups have endorsed a bid to propel U.S. EPA to set national limits for 
greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act, the Center for Biological Diversity announced today. 

Earlier this month, the center and 350.org petitioned EPA to establish allowable nationwide 
concentrations for carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases (Greenwire, Dec. 2). 

Some national groups, like Friends of the Earth and a host of regional, grassroots and religious 
groups -- including Audubon South Carolina, Chesapeake Climate Action Network, 
Massachusetts Coalition for Healthy Communities and Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth 
-- have endorsed the petition. 

Prominent climate scientist and the head of NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies, James 
Hansen and Sierra Club board member Michael Dorsey have also backed the petition. 

"Setting science-based national pollution caps for greenhouse gases -- such as no more than 350 
parts per million for CO2 -- would mark a critical step in the fight against global warming, and 
this petition is one way to bring us closer to that goal," Hansen said in a statement. 

But many national environmental groups are notably absent from the petition, illustrating a sharp 
divide within the environmental community about whether groups ought to urge EPA to set CO2 
limits using the Clean Air Act. 

Many environmental groups have argued that setting national standards is an inappropriate way 
to deal with greenhouse gases, saying it would require a long, time-consuming process and the 
desired emissions reductions could be achieved by other legislative and regulatory means. 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson signaled earlier this month that her agency would oppose such 
limits. "I have never believed and this agency has never believed that setting a national ambient 
air quality standard for greenhouse gases was advisable," Jackson said (Greenwire, Dec. 8). 



But Bill Snape, senior counsel of the Center for Biological Diversity, said the endorsements 
illustrate growing momentum for the petition. 

There are a number of big national environmental groups that are interested in signing on to the 
group's petition, Snape said, but many of the major groups have been very cautious amid 
international climate negotiations and as Congress works to pass climate and energy legislation. 

"I think you will see some of those groups climb on board to this effort," Snape said. "People are 
walking gingerly right now in D.C." 

Click here to read the petition and list of supporters. 

 


