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If the Enviromental Protective Agency wants to regulate greenhouse gas emissions, it must first 
find that the gases endanger human health, according to a Supreme Court ruling. Officials tell 
The Associated Press that the Environmental Protection Agency is set to make that statement, 
having concluded that greenhouse gases a danger to people's health and must be regulated. 

The so-called "endangerment finding" will allow the EPA to regulate carbon dioxide (CO2) and 
five other greenhouse gases, which are released from power plants, factories and automobiles, 
under the federal Clean Air Act. The announcement, which will come via a press conference 
later Monday, comes on the same day that the United Nations climate conference opens in 
Copenhagen.  

190 nations kicked off a two-week summit on Monday in hopes of reaching a new international 
climate accord to supplant the Kyoto accords. However, it is widely believed that no final treaty 
will be announced at the summit. 

The timing of the EPA's announcement is non-coincidental. It is timed to influence the 
Copenhagen talks. However, just last Wednesday, two environmental groups petitioned (.PDF) 
the EPA to set national limits for greenhouse gases using the Clean Air Act.  

The two groups,the Center for Biological Diversity and 350.org asked the EPA to designate 
greenhouse gases as "criteria" air pollutants. By doing so, the EPA would be required to set 
allowable nationwide concentrations for the gases. In effect, the EPA would set maximum 
"ambient levels for CO2." The two groups wanted the EPA to cap atmospheric concentrations of 
CO2 at 350 parts per million. That is the level that some scientists as well as the groups 
themselves say is the maximum allowable if we are to avoid the worst effects of global climate 
change. 

U.S. president Barack Obama is scheduled to arrive in Copenhagen towards the end of the 
conference on December 18th rather than on December 9th as had been originally planned. 
Although he was going to attend the conference early because he was already on his way to pick 
up his Nobel Peace Prize, Obama changed his plans as more leaders will attend at the end of the 
conference.  

 


