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Dragonfly to have habitat protected
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A shy metallic-green bug is the
winner in an agreement requiring
federal regulators to protect its
Michigan habitat. The Hine’s
Emerald dragonfly, an endangered
species, is found only in four Great
Lakes states.

A federal judge approved a
settlement last week between
environmental groups and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), which the groups claim
has violated federal law by failing
to protect the dragonfly’s scarce
breeding grounds.

“Protecting habitat is the best way
to achieve recovery of the Hine’s
Emerald dragonfly,” said Jeremy
Emmi, director of the Michigan
Nature Association, one of the
plaintiffs in the lawsuit.

The bug-eyed insect is found only
in Michigan, Illinois, Missouri and
Wisconsin. It has been found in
three Michigan counties: Presque
Isle, Cheboygan and Mackinac.

Under the agreement, the USFWS
will designate areas where the
dragonfly’s habitat exists by July
2006.

The designation requires agencies
to consult with the USFWS if a
federal project — like a highway
— or any project using federal
money will affect that habitat. It
requires nothing of state and local
governments, or private
landowners.

Still, it is a crucial step in protecting
rare species, say environmentalists,
who have filed dozens of such
lawsuits across the country in recent
years.

In most cases, the law requires the
USFWS to designate critical habitat
within a year after a species is listed
as threatened or endangered. That
rarely happens. Only 5.8 percent
of imperiled species that should
have critical habitat designations do,
according to the Washington D.C.-
based Center for Biological
Diversity.

USFWS officials did not return calls
seeking comment on the Hine’s
Emerald dragonfly agreement
Friday. But they have previously
argued that budget shortfalls force
the agency to allocate money to
more effective programs.


