
SEPTEMBER 24, 2004

Dragonfly habitat protection ordered

By Lynn Van Matre
Tribune Staff Reporter

A coalition of national and regional
environmental groups is cheering a
recent order by a federal judge
designating critical habitat for the
Hine's emerald dragonfly, a
wetlands-dependent endangered
species found in small numbers in
the Chicago area.

A critical habitat designation makes
it more difficult for developers to
build in areas where the insect has
been seen, including sites in
DuPage, Cook and Will Counties.

Small numbers of the yellow-striped
dragonfly, which takes its name
from its bright-green eyes and
metallic-green thorax, also live in
Wisconsin, Michigan and Missouri.

The Arizona-based Center for
Biological Diversity and several
non-profit environmental groups in
Wisconsin and Michigan filed suit
in February seeking to force the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
protect the species.

Federal Judge John Bates signed
the order last week in Washington,
but the Center for Biological
Diversity did not learn of the action
until Monday, according to Brent
Plater, an attorney for the center.
Plater said the agreement "will force
the Bush administration to put
developers' interests aside and rely
on science, protecting our precious
natural heritage."

According to Georgia Parham, a
spokeswoman for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the agency is
expected to begin work on a
habitat-protection plan for the
dragonfly next year.

The Hine's emerald dragonfly was
placed on Illinois' endangered
species list in 1993 and was
declared a federally endangered
species two years later. Urban
sprawl has been blamed for its
declining populations.

Chicago-area sightings of the insect
have been reported in recent years
in Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve,
near Darien; the Romeoville Prairie

Nature Preserve in Romeoville; and
a few other locations in the Des
Plaines River watershed.

Other plaintiffs in the lawsuit
included the Door County
Environmental Council of Fish
Creek, Wis.; the Habitat Education
Center of Madison, Wis.;
Northwoods Wilderness Recovery
of Marquette, Mich.; and the
Michigan Nature Association of
Williamston, Mich.


