
grazing permits on allotments throughout the California Desert
Conservation Area. The appeal of the BLM’s Ord Mountain was deci-
sion was brought by Western Watersheds Project, Center for Biological
Diversity, Sierra Club, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Desert
Survivors. The groups are demanding that the BLM take into account
the full impacts of livestock grazing to our public lands and complete
the full environmental reviews that are required by law for each allot-
ment. For more information on the livestock grazing permit renewals
e-mail: mjconnor@westernwatersheds.org.

Air Quality in the High Desert
The Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD) has

started a rule-making process to regulate emissions from sludge com-
posting facilities within the High Desert. Till the present time the
MDAQMD Staff has proposed little or no restrictions on emissions of
dust or gases from the sludge composting process. The people of
Hinkley and Barstow have requested the same regulations that were
approved by the San Joaquin Air District (SJQMD) earlier this year.
Those restrictions require that any large scale industrial composter
(who brings in 100,000 tons or more) must capture the dust and
gases. The SJAQMD Staff has said that it is economical, reasonable,
and practical to require these restrictions. The MDAQMD Staff has not
yet agreed. The MDAQMD Staff has stated that they would not want to
put any restrictions that might hinder composters from coming into the
High Desert. As concerned people we must help the MDAQMD Staff
implement rules that will protect the desert and its people from the
reckless practice of open-air Sludge composting.

Wilderness Legislation
Proposed in Riverside County

Legislation submitted for deliberation in the current congress will
designate over 190,000 acres of wilderness, add new areas to the
local National Monument, and designate 31 miles of Wild and Scenic
River in Representative Mary Bono’s congressional district. (California
Desert and Mountain Heritage Act, HR. 3682) The areas proposed for
protection are some of the most outstanding wild regions in Riverside
County. When an area is designated as wilderness, as a wild and sce-
nic river, or as a monument, it is permanently protected in its natural
state for future generations to enjoy.

Contrary to fears commonly held by some, this legislation will not:
• Close roads that are currently open to the public
• Affect private land
• Prohibit hunting, fishing, or horseback riding
• Prohibit currently authorized off-road vehicle use or livestock grazing
• Prevent government agencies from fighting wildfires or from man-
aging vegetation to reduce fire danger

In addition to benefits to quality of life in the nearby region,
there are many ecological benefits to be obtained from these protec-
tions, and enhanced tourism will provide an economic benefit to the
nearby communities.

Clean-up in Surprise Canyon
In the Panamint Mountains of eastern California, Surprise Canyon

may be best known for the controversy it has created regarding acces-
sibility for off-road vehicles. It is less well known that an old cabin and
camp existed for many years near the canyon mouth. On September
26, 2006, this camp burned, and with its former occupants no longer
living there, the BLM intends to restore the area to a natural condition.
On October 2 and 3, 2007, the cleanup began. The group included 18
volunteers from both the off-road and environmental communities. A
5-member Student Conservation Corp crew provided the leadership
for the project, and four BLM staff members with vehicles helped
remove the debris. In all 19,920 pounds of metal were removed. This
is an amazing demonstration of public interest and cooperation. The
project is only 60 percent complete, and a return project is planned for
February 2 and 3. Interested volunteers may contact Martha Dickes at
Martha_Dickes@blm.ca.gov (760-384-5444).

Judge Orders Stay on BLM plan
to Increase Cattle Grazing in
Desert Tortoise Habitat

On Monday October 1, Administrative Law Judge Harvey C. Sweitzer
agreed with conservation groups and ordered the Bureau of Land
Management to hold off on its decision to increase cattle grazing on
136,167 acres of public land south of Barstow, California. The Ord
Mountain Allotment is within the California Desert Conservation Area
and includes 101,033 acres of the Ord-Rodman Desert Wildlife
Management Area (DWMA) that the Bureau is supposed to manage to
protect threatened desert tortoises and other imperiled animals and
plants. Judge Sweitzer issued a stay of BLM’s decision to increase the
number of cows authorized on the Ord Mountain Allotment because
the conservation groups had demonstrated that this increase was
above the carrying capacity of the allotment.

The BLM has been reviewing the 10-year renewals of livestock

Top: Debris at Chris Wicht Camp after the burn. 
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