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A regional agency’s decision 
Thursday stalled a proposed golf 
resort in Desert Hot Springs but 
could help a valleywide plan to 
protect 27 species while allowing 
growth to continue.

The Riverside County Local Agency 
Formation Commission overturned 
its April decision to allow Desert 
Hot Springs to annex 2,114 acres for 
the Palmwood Golf Club, which city 
offi cials deem crucial to the city’s 
future.

“It would have jump-started the 
economic development appeal of this 
community sooner,” City Manager 
Ann Marie Gallant said.

But LAFCO’s decision may remove 
a major impediment to starting a 
regional wildlife habitat protection 
plan by year’s end.

“There are ways to protect wildlife, 
protect valuable ecological resources 
while allowing reasonable growth. 
What  (LAFCO)  den ied  was 
unreasonable by any standard,” said 
Jonathan Evans, staff attorney for 
the Center for Biological Diversity, 

an environmental group that joined 
the Sierra Club in suing both Desert 
Hot Springs and LAFCO over the 
annexation in May.

Much of the Palmwood project falls 
within the borders of the 75-year 
multi-species habitat protection 
plan.

The plan guarantees habitat for 
27 species of wildlife and enables 
developers to avoid a complicated 
environmental permit process. Every 
valley city except Desert Hot Springs 
endorsed the plan.

Riverside County and the Coachella 
Valley Conservation Commission 
each asked the annexation-granting 
agency to reconsider its Palmwood 
annexation approval. They cited 
inadequate fiscal analysis by the 
developer and the project’s lack of 
compliance with the multi-species 
plan.

The county agencies also noted that 
a permit protecting the threatened 
Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizard 
is set to expire Aug. 31. Though the 
state Department of Fish and Game 

FRIDAY
July 13, 2007

LAFCO puts brakes on golf resort
Wildlife protection plan could be helped by commission’s decision

A fringe-toed lizard keeps a low profi le in the sand near Cook Street. A drier 
than usual year may impact the lizards population.
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has temporarily renewed the permit 
in the past, the agency said in May it 
does not intend to do so again.

Unless and until the multi-species 
plan is installed, the lack of a lizard 
permit will require all projects locally 
to perform environmental studies and 
obtain permits, a process that could 
take six months or longer. That 
includes Interstate 10 interchange 
improvements, including at Gene 
Autry Trail/Palm Drive.

Focus moves to species plan

Following Thursday’s decision, the 
Coachella Valley Association of 
Governments will now move the 
multi-species plan forward, CVAG 
executive director John Wohlmuth 
said.

“In the meantime, we’ll be visiting 

with Fish and Game and talk about 
a good faith try to extend the lizard 
permit,” he said.

But even if the state extends the lizard 
permit, it could face challenges. 
Evans said the Center for Biological 
Diversity has fi led a 60-day notice 
of intent to sue Fish and Game and 
the U.S. Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, claiming the existing lizard 
permit does not adequately provide 
for the lizard’s habitat.

Local Agency Formation Commission 
Chairwoman Robin Lowe said the 
organization will waive its normal 
requirements that applicants wait a 
year before reapplying, and said she 
will work with Desert Hot Springs 
offi cials on developing a plan her 
group can approve, with a “more 
comprehensive fi scal analysis that 

would also meet the needs of the 
multi-species habitat protection 
plan.”

“I think Desert Hot Springs needs 
the help of all of us. We should all 
come together,” she said. “They 
deserve the right to expand and grow 
economically just like every other 
city.”

Gallant said she would confer with 
City Council members and the 
developer.

“At this point, I think we need to give 
(the developer) some time to think it 
through,” she said.

“I’m a perennial optimist. I still 
believe this project can move 
ahead.”


