
EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE -- A
desert flower found on Edwards Air
Force Base does not warrant protection
under the Endangered Species Act, fed-
eral officials said Wednesday.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said
the desert cymopterus, a herb in the car-
rot family, is more abundant than previ-
ously documented and that threats to its
existence are minimal.

"The service will continue to review any
new information concerning the status
of desert cymopterus," said Diane Noda,
field supervisor for the service's Ventura
Fish and Wildlife office. "The informa-
tion will help us monitor the species and
encourage conservation through volun-
tary efforts."

There are a total of 105 populations of
desert cymopterus in areas of Kern, Los
Angeles and San Bernardino counties,
with the largest known population on
Edwards.

Fish and Wildlife officials said they can
only list a species for protection under
the act when the best scientific and com-
mercial data available substantiate that
it is either in danger of extinction or likely
to become so in the foreseeable future.

Two conservation groups, the Center for

Biological Diversity and the California
Native Plant Society, are pushing fed-
eral officials to protect the desert
cymopterus, saying development, cattle
grazing and off-road vehicles are de-
stroying the plant's habitat. The two
groups filed a petition to have the plant
listed as endangered in 2002.

"The decision totally lacks credibility,"
said Daniel Patterson, an ecologist with
the Center for Biological Diversity. "They
are ignoring the science."

Patterson said whether legal action is
pursued on the issue will depend on what
protections for the plant emerge from the
West Mojave Plan, a multicounty,
multiagency planning document that cov-
ers most of the California desert.

Among the proposed protections being
considered for the West Mojave Plan
include the creation of a 14,000-acre
North Edwards Conservation Area,
which would cover habitat of sensitive
species, including the known desert
cymopterus plants. Development would
be limited in the area and any projects
that do go forward would require botani-
cal surveys to help avoid, to the maxi-
mum extent possible, disturbing sensitive
plants.

The desert cymopterus is a perennial
herb in the carrot family. The plant grows
to about 6 inches in height and has a
dark-purple spherical flower.
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A 1995 study found more than 14,000 of
the plants on Edwards.

In their petition, the two conservation
groups argue that the future of the plant
populations on Edwards is in doubt be-
cause the Air Force has no conserva-
tion strategies for the plant.

While Edwards does not have measures
strictly for the desert cymopterus, the
plant is included as a sensitive species in
the base's natural resources management
plan.

Edwards does not allow grazing and it
restricts off-road vehicles to designated
areas. The harvesting of plants is lim-
ited to scientific studies.

All Edwards projects are reviewed to
minimize the impact to natural resources
and, when possible, new construction is
limited to areas that have already been
disturbed.

In the past, the plant was found in an
area ranging from Edwards Air Force
Base to Victor Valley in San Bernardino
County and northward to the Cuddeback
Lake basin, which is northeast of Cali-
fornia City. Development in the Victor
Valley area has destroyed about half of
the known habitat, the two conservation
groups argue.
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