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Desert Land Plan Nearing Completion 

Chuck Mueller, Staff Writer 
 

VICTORVILLE - After 13 
years of often contentious 
debate and sometimes reluctant 
compromise, a federal land-use 
plan for the western Mojave 
Desert is nearing completion.  

The U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management is preparing its 
response to 33 written protests 
to the plan, which would 
regulate 3.2 million acres of 
federal land in a 6.4-million-
acre planning area in four 
counties.  

The sweeping plan outlines a 
strategy to protect the 
endangered desert tortoise and 
Mohave ground squirrel along 
with nearly 100 other sensitive 
animal and plant species while 
streamlining procedures for 
potential developers to comply 
with state and federal 
endangered species acts before 
moving ahead with projects in 
the fast-growing region.  

"The West Mojave Plan is a 
partnership between federal and 
local governments to allow use 
of private property while 
providing for wildlife 
conservation on federal lands," 
said Larry LaPre, wildlife 
biologist for the Bureau of Land 
Management's California Desert 
District, headquartered in 
Moreno Valley .  

Completion of the West Mojave 
Plan will end a lengthy give-
and-take process among 

contesting groups, including 
various environmental, 
recreational and business 
organizations.  

The proposal's habitat 
conservation plan has been 
accepted tentatively by local 
governmental agencies. It will 
take about 18 months to win 
final approval.  

"Completing the West Mojave 
Plan will conclude one of the 
most collaborative and 
extensive 13-year planning 
efforts ever undertaken in 
Southern California," said 
bureau spokeswoman Jan 
Bedrosian in Sacramento .  

"Implementing the plan will 
allow the bureau to work with 
its partners and stakeholders to 
protect and conserve species 
and their habitat while 
providing for the future growth 
and development of all our 
desert communities."  

The bureau's Washington , D.C. 
, office is reviewing protests 
from environmental and off-
road groups as well as miners, 
ranchers and other individuals 
with special interests.  

"We expect these issues to be 
resolved within 30 days," 
Bedrosian said. "That will open 
the way for Mike Pool, the 
bureau's state director, to sign a 
record of decision involving 
federal lands."  

Among those protesting 
provisions of the West Mojave 
Plan are desert ecologist Daniel 
Patterson and biologist Tom 
Egan.  

"The plan really is about 
speeding up urban sprawl," said 
Patterson, ecologist with the 
Center for Biological Diversity 
in Joshua Tree. "It is supposed 
to protect endangered species 
like the desert tortoise and help 
their numbers recover.  

"But it doesn't do that and it 
could face legal challenges from 
a broad coalition of 
conservation groups on grounds 
it fails to provide a program to 
help the endangered desert 
tortoise survive," he said.  

"The tortoise recovery plan 
prepared by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service has never been 
implemented. The plan must 
provide for recovery 
management in critical 
(wildlife) habitat."  

Helendale resident Egan, who 
serves on the board of the 
Desert Tortoise Council and is 
conservation chairman of the 
Mojave Chapter of the 
California Native Plant Society, 
also protested aspects of the 
plan.  

"The plan didn't address 
tortoise-recovery objectives, nor 
did it adequately address 
protection of the Mohave 



ground squirrel," he said. 
"Further, it didn't provide for 
protection of the riparian habitat 
along the Mojave River and 
other streams. And it didn't 
provide for adequate control of 
off-road vehicles in the area."  

The four counties within the 
planning area - San Bernardino, 
Los Angeles , Kern and Inyo - 
will have final jurisdiction over 
provisions of the habitat 
conservation plan.  

LaPre said the Bureau of Land 
Management has received a 
draft biological opinion on the 
plan from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, which 
oversees provisions to protect 
wildlife.  

"We cannot approve the plan 
without the biological opinion," 
he said.  

Upon enactment, the West 
Mojave Plan will carry a price 
tag to compensate for the loss of 

wildlife habitat on private lands 
and to pay for biological 
surveys.  

While the federal government 
will pick up most of the costs, 
impact fees for private 
landowners are expected to cost 
about $760 an acre, LaPre said.  

The fees would be assessed to 
acquire private land within the 
plan's 1.2-million-acre 
conservation area.  

 

 


