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ENDANGERED SPECIES: Interior faces suit over 
100-plus species
Patrick Reis, E&ENews reporter

The Center for Biological Diversity 
today fi led a notice of intent to 
sue the Interior Department for 
failing to meet deadlines to act on 
Endangered Species Act petitions 
for 144 species.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has 
missed the three-month deadline for 
a preliminary fi nding on 12 multi-
species petitions and the one-year 
deadline for a fi nal decision on 
another 12, the center charged. FWS 
has also missed its one-year deadline 
to fi nalize Endangered Species Act 
protections for 48 species on the 
Hawaiian island of Kauai, which the 
Bush administration proposed for a 
group listing in October 2008.

The delays have left species such as 
the pygmy owl, Amargosa toad and 
giant Palouse earthworm without 
the protections they deserve under 
the Endangered Species Act, said 
Noah Greenwald, who directs the 
center’s biodiversity program.

“Eight years of the Bush 
administration has crippled the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and we 
haven’t seen efforts to resuscitate 
it,” Greenwald said.

A lack of resources is no excuse 
for the missed deadlines, the center 
said. The funding for listing species 
has expanded nearly threefold since 
2002, but the agency continues to 
list species at a rate of fewer than 
eight per year, according to center 
statistics.

The Clinton administration listed 
522 species over eight years, a rate 
of 65 per year.

“Wholesale reform is needed at 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to unseat a culture of delay and 
foot-dragging,” Greenwald said. 
“With the necessary political will 
and a can-do attitude, these species 
could easily be protected under 
the Endangered Species Act in a 
matter of a few years; there’s just no 
justifi cation for further delay.”

“For nearly a decade, the service’s 
entire listing and critical habitat 
budget was dominated by lawsuits, 
litigation and court-ordered actions. 
The service lost all of our own 
discretion to use funding for listing 
candidates and making petition 
fi ndings, as we were completely 
driven by court orders,” said FWS 
spokeswoman Valerie Fellows.

“Last year was the fi rst year 
that the service was able to fund 
petition fi ndings the same year 
they came in,” Fellows said. “We 
fi nally had an opportunity to regain 
discretion in the program and make 
expeditious progress on developing 
listing determinations for candidate 
species. During the current fi scal 
year 2010, we intend to fund listing 
determinations for about 60 species 
and fi nalize listing determinations 
for at least 50 species. This is 
substantial progress and is based on 
available resources.”


