
PLEASANTON — After failing to field a
candidate against Rep. Richard Pombo in
the 2004 primary election, Democrats are
laying the groundwork for a concerted bid
to unseat the Tracy Republican in 2006.

Pombo has defeated all challengers since
he was first elected to represent the 11th
Congressional District in 1992, gaining
seniority and political clout along the way.

He's also drawn fire from environmental-
ists, who say he's bent on weakening the
Endangered Species Act to protect land-
owners, and opening Alaska's Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge to oil exploration.

But in the 2004 primary, no Democrat filed
nomination papers to run against Pombo.
So first-time candidate Jerry McNerney
of Pleasanton launched a last-minute,
write-in campaign.

McNerney, a wind energy engineer who
had never run for any office, attracted
enough write-in votes for his name to
appear on the November ballot as the
Democratic Party nominee.

Although he went on to lose the 2004 elec-
tion to Pombo by nearly 60,000 votes,
McNerney said Wednesday that he's con-
templating another run in 2006. So is Steve
Filson, an airline pilot from Danville.

Like McNerney, Filson has never held
political office. But Democratic Party lead-
ers, including Rep. Ellen Tauscher of
Alamo, are courting Filson as a potential
Pombo challenger.

Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee Chairman Rahm Emanuel in-
vited Filson to Washington, D.C., to meet
with party officials last week, said Lisa
Tucker, Tauscher's campaign manager.

Tucker said Filson is a retired Navy pilot
and father of four who's helped Demo-
crats, including Tauscher, raise money.
His military background and centrist views
make Filson "a very compelling candidate
for this office," Tucker said.

The 11th Congressional District was re-
drawn in 2000 to include some areaswhere
Pombo wasnt well known, such as Dublin,
Pleasanton, Danville and San Ramon.

But Republicans still outnumber Demo-
crats in the district, which meanders
through parts of Alameda, Contra Costa,
San Joaquin and Santa Clara counties. As
of Feb. 10, Republicans constituted about
45 percent of the districts 364,435 vot-
ers, compared to the 37 percent registered
as Democrats.

This is a moderate district, and it has to
be a moderate Democrat taking on
Pombo, Tucker said. Steve is definitely a
moderate. I cant speak on behalf of all of
his views, but philosophically hes a mod-
erate Democrat.

Tucker said the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee commissioned a poll
that suggests Pombo can be unseated, and
has targeted the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict as worth putting resources into in
2006.

McNerney, too, thinks Pombo can be beat
— and that hes the candidate to do it. With
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budget, McNerney landed 103,587 votes
in 2004.

The fact that I performed as well as I did,
given my late entry into the race, is an
indication the district is becoming
suburbanized by people who are more lib-
eral, McNerney said.

His 2004 campaign gave him name rec-
ognition, and a network of grass-roots
volunteers around the district, McNerney
said.

With the support of the party, I think I
can beat Pombo, he said.

If Filson does enter the race, having an-
other Democratic candidate in the race
would be a positive development,
McNerney said, because it will encour-
age debate and heighten media interest in
the contest.

It shows there is a belief that Pombo can
be beaten, McNerney said.

Filson could not be reached for comment
Wednesday. A spokeswoman for the
Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee had no comment on Filsons
trip to Washington, D.C.

According to Federal Election Commis-
sion records, since 1998 Filson and his
wife, Mary, an attorney, have contributed
$9,725 to various Democratic Party can-
didates and causes. The contributions in-
clude $7,625 to several Tauscher cam-
paigns and $1,000 to Democrat Elaine
Shaw, who lost a 2002 bid to unseat
Pombo.


