
Giant pumps lift water 244 feet from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta at the Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant near Tracy.

Limited pumping resumes in delta
DWR expects normal water levels soon
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SACRAMENTO - As it turned the delta pumps back on this week, the Department of Water Resources reported that they intended to
gradually return to normal water exports levels over the coming weeks while monitoring threatened fish populations.

California Department of Water Resources shut off the pumps at its Harvey O. Banks pumping station on May 31, out of concerns
that juvenile delta smelt were being sucked into the pumps and killed.

The agency estimates that 25 million water users throughout California get some of their water through the State Water Project.

Delta smelt are considered at indicator species of the Bay Delta's overall health. The fish is listed by both Department of Fish &
Game and US Fish & Wildlife as a threatened species.

Environmental advocates such as the California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, Center for Biological Diversity and the Bay Institute
have taken legal action on the fish's behalf, pointing to the collapse of its population in recent years, which they attribute to numerous
factors, among them increased water exports from the delta.

Water Resources Director Lester Snow has stated that his agency believes there are many factors stressing the smelt population
and that water exports are not the main stresser.

When Water Resources announced it would restart the pumps, it pledged to closely monitor delta smelt populations in the area,
which they're doing, said Ted Thomas, a Water Resources spokesman.

"We're hoping they're all down in the Suisun Say area where they should be," Thomas said, adding that the indications are that the
fish have moved away from the pumps.

As for delta smelt population levels, Thomas said that their monitoring is showing the population as "very low."

Thomas said that on Sunday and Monday, in an effort to refill the Clifton Court Forebay, the agency opened it up to the delta. 

"The plan is for the short term to move about 800 acre feet per day from the delta into the forebay and to pump about 200 acre feet
per day from the forebay into Bethany Forebay and also into the aqueduct," Thomas explained.

Water export levels are down significantly, Thomas said. 

At the south bay pumping plant, Thomas estimated they were pumping 70 acre feet a day. That's the equivalent of 22.8 million
gallons, according to www.western-water.com.

Normally, the project would be pumping 3,000 to 4,000 cubic feet per second, he said, which www.western-water.com calculates as
29,600 gallons per second. Over the course of a day, that equals about 2.5 billion gallons.

Thomas said he expects pumping levels to increase after June 15. But just how much of an increase or how the agency plans to
phase in normal pumping levels isn't clear.

Jeff McCracken, a spokesman for the Bureau of Reclamation, said that agency is, like Water Resources, gradually resuming normal
pumping levels.

Since April 22, the bureau has been pumping 850 cubic feet per second, which he previously said was about a 75-percent reduction
of their annual export levels. 



On Wednesday, the bureau turned on two other pumps at their Byron pumping station, raising their pumping to 60-percent of normal.

That decision came after finding no delta smelt over the last two weeks, McCracken said, which has led them to believe the smelt
have moved out of harm's way.

Now they want to focus on getting exports raised and stabilized for agricultural and urban water users south of the delta who contract
for the water. "We're really close to putting some people in real trouble down there, so we need to start putting more water
downstream."

It's already a tight year for federal water users, McCracken said. Because of the dry year, the Bureau of Reclamation is giving urban
areas 75-percent of their annual allocations, with farmers getting 50 percent.
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