
as it approaches its centennial in 2016, an advocacy group sponsoring the effort announced today. 

Former Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker (R-Tenn.) and former House Energy and Natural Resources 
Chairman J. Bennett Johnston (D-La.) will chair the National Parks Second Century Commission, the National 
Parks and Conservation Association said. 

Baker and Johnston will lead a panel of 30, including former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, 
National Geographic Society President John Fahey and former Govs. Tony Knowles (D) of Alaska and James 
Blanchard (D) of Michigan. 

While the Bush administration has been working on its Centennial Challenge, a 10-year effort to improve parks 
before the system's centennial, the commission's goal will be broader, spokesman Mike Bento said. 

The commission will hold five meetings at national parks over the next year, then release a report next fall. 
NPCA and the commission will promote their findings to lawmakers, the administration and the public. The 
commission's first meeting is scheduled for Aug. 25-27 near the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation 
Area in California. 

County effort to open roads in Death Valley blocked 

Conservationists are applauding a decision this week by a federal judge to dismiss a lawsuit by California's Inyo 
County to open up roads in Death Valley National Park. 

The county sought to evoke R.S. 2477 rights-of-way claims to three routes within roadless areas of the national 
park, but the court largely dismissed the claims on the grounds that the county had failed to file suit within the 
12-year statute of limitations. 

The ruling will protect desert tortoise, bighorn sheep and remote archaeological and cultural sites within Death 
Valley National Park, according to the Sierra Club, the Wilderness Society, the California Wilderness Coalition, 
the National Parks Conservation Association, the Center for Biological Diversity and Friends of the Inyo. 

"I'll bet the horned lizards and chuckwallas are dancing in the desert washes right now," said Paul McFarland, 
executive director of Friends of the Inyo. "Hopefully, this sound decision will let us move beyond bogus road 
claims to focus on working together to better sustain one of our most valuable assets here in eastern California 
-- our wild desert." 

The groups say the areas that will be preserved under the ruling include Greenwater Canyon, which contains 42 
prehistoric sites containing more than 300 important petroglyphs and important habitat for desert bighorn sheep 
and desert tortoise, and Greenwater Valley, which includes important habitat for the Black Mountain bighorn 
sheep herd and desert tortoise. 

BLM announces new sage grouse protections in Wyo. 

Oil and gas drilling will face new restrictions on about a million acres of Wyoming's Powder River Basin under 
temporary new guidelines meant to protect sage grouse habitat. 

One wellpad will be allowed per 640 acres in the designated areas under the new Bureau of Land Management 
guidelines, unless the drilling companies can prove that more wells will not hurt the birds. Previously, 
companies were allowed one wellpad per 80 acres, or about eight per square mile. 

Those restrictions will be in place while BLM develops a new resource management plan for the area, which will 
take three to four years to complete. 

The guidelines will apply in scattered "focus areas" that roughly match the core habitat areas that Wyoming 
Gov. Dave Freudenthal (D) designated in an executive order earlier this month. Freudenthal's move came as 
part of an effort to prevent the sage grouse from being listed under the Endangered Species Act. 

A federal judge ruled in December that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service must reconsider its decision not to list 
the sage grouse. The agency expects to produce a decision, which could have a big impact on energy 
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