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Davidson Canyon's future 
> Opponents of planned open-pit mines fear effects on wildlife, landscape <
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Residents of Tucson's far Southeast Side and others who oppose a plan to mine in Davidson Canyon are pondering their
next move after a couple of recent setbacks. 
One of those setbacks took members of a Vail-based environmental group by surprise last week when they learned that
Arizona Portland Cement Co. was seeking permission to develop a second open-pit limestone mine in the scenic,
environmentally sensitive canyon about 25 miles southeast of the city, the group's president said. 
Mary Kidwell said the news came while the Empire-Fagan Coalition was working on a response to last month's decision
by the State Land Department to renew leases that would allow the company to mine limestone on 70 acres in Davidson
Canyon. 
"That has taken us off guard a little," Kidwell said of the second mining proposal. "I think it took everybody off guard." 
Now, she added, "we're trying to strategize a response to both proposals." 
Many residents of Vail and Corona de Tucson already have expressed opposition to proposals to mining in the area.
Besides environmental impact, they also cited concerns over: 
?  The amount of water that the operations would require. 
?  Noise of blasting and other operations, as well as dust, bright lights at night and other nuisances. 
?  Heavy truck and equipment traffic that would be created by excavating and trucking the ore to a cement plant in Marana. 
Many, like Brad Braastad, also dread the loss of access into the canyon, one of his favorite places to ride all-terrain
vehicles. 
"It's unhappy news for a lot of us," said Braastad. "We normally go out there every weekend — every weekend we can get
out there. 
"I just can't believe it," he said. "It's one of the most beautiful areas around Tucson that's accessible. You always see
people out there, hiking and having picnics. 
"It's a beautiful wildlife area. Whenever we go, you see all these breeding pairs down there, animals of all kinds. That'll
go away with this mine." 
Ed Harrison, an Arizona Portland Cement spokesman, said that's not true — at least, in the long term. 
Company officials will comply with conditions set by the Land Department. They're also offering to post a reclamation
bond to pay "to reclaim the land if we belly up, which we're not going to do. But if anything happens, the State Land
Department won't be dependent on us to do the reclamation," he said. 
The company plans to extract up to 300,000 tons of material annually over the life of the 15-year mining leases. 
Harrison acknowledges that the bond won't pay enough to eliminate all traces of mining once the leases issued to
California Portland Cement, the local firm's parent company, expire. 
Rather, he said, the bond will pay to "reclaim the property to the point that the State Land Department felt was adequate." 
"We're not going to leave pits and scars and dangerous features, Harrison said. "We want to show people that we're
proactive in addressing environmental concerns." 
County officials, including Administrator Chuck Huckelberry, doubt whether the bond will be enough to offset the effects
of the mining. Last week, the county Board of Supervisors unanimously voted to appeal the state's decision to renew the
leases. 
Greta Anderson, a botanist with the Tucson-based Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, doubts the bond will be
enough to undo damage to the environment. 
"Reclamation is not the same as restoration," she said. 
"Davidson Canyon is a really important ecological resource for Southern Arizona," she said. "It's exceptional riparian
habitat, it supports many species, and it's very beautiful. 
"It would be a shame to see an open-pit mine in the middle of all that." 
Lainie Levick, president of Save the Scenic Santa Ritas, said the Davidson Canyon mine proposals worry the 300-plus
members of her organization. 
"We haven't formally voted on that issue, but we would be opposed to anything that would harm that riparian ecosystem
and the water quality in Davidson Canyon and Cienega Creek," she said. 



Anderson and others worry about the cumulative impact of the limestone operations and an open-pit copper mine that a
Vancouver, B.C.-based company has proposed. Augusta Resource Corp. wants to mine copper in the eastern foothills of
the Santa Ritas, a few miles south of the Davidson Canyon sites. 
If all three projects get the go-ahead, "that whole end of the Santa Ritas, all the drainages, will be subject to mining runoff,
and a huge combined habitat loss," she said. 
?Contact reporter Tim Ellis at 807-8414 or tellis@azstarnet.com.
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