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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
has proposed setting aside more 
than 6,600 acres of land in the 
Laguna and Palomar mountains as 
critical habitat for an endangered 
species of butterfly.  
 
The designation, if approved, 
would require federal agencies to 
consult with the agency before 
approving any activities that would 
change or destroy the habitat area. 
It would not affect land ownership 
or establish a wildlife refuge, the 
service said.  
 
The proposal is the result of a 
settlement of a lawsuit filed in 2003 
against the wildlife service by the 
Center for Biological Diversity.  
 
"This is a decision that was long 
overdue," said David Hogan, 
director of the center. "It's taken 
this many years for the 
government to act, and it's still not 
done."  
 
The designation of 6,622 acres in 
parts of the Laguna and Palomar 
mountains would protect the 
Laguna Mountains skipper 
butterfly, an endangered species 
that has been found only in the 
Laguna, Palomar and Julian areas.  
 
More than half of the land 
designated as habitat is part of the 
Cleveland National Forest, while 
2,394 acres are on private land. A 
small amount is state-owned land.  
 
The Fish and Wildlife Service said 
in a news release that designation 
of critical habitat provides little 
additional protection for most 
species.  
 
"In almost all cases, recovery of 
listed species will come through 

voluntary cooperative partnerships, 
not regulatory measures such as 
critical habitat," 
the agency said.  
 
The Laguna Mountains skipper 
butterfly has a wingspan of about 
one inch and exhibits a fast, erratic 
flight pattern. Females lay their 
eggs on a host plant, primarily the 
Cleveland's horkelia, which is 
found in the proposed habitat.  
 
Public comments on the proposal 
will be accepted until Feb. 13. 
Written comments can be 
submitted to the Field Supervisor, 
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Service, 
6010 Hidden Valley Road, 
Carlsbad, CA 92011, or by e-mail 
to FW8pchskipper@fws.gov 
<mailto:FW8pchskipper@fws.gov> 
. A draft analysis of the proposed 
habitat will be released later for 
public comment.  
 
A copy of the proposal is available 
online at www.carlsbad.fws.gov 
<http://www.carlsbad.fws.gov/> . 
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