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‘Critical Habitat’ designation denied
A suit was filed to have a plant nearing extinction added to the list

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officials said
Wednesday that a plant nearing extinction
in western Riverside County does not
need a "critical habitat" designation be-
cause it is adequately protected under the
county's federally approved species plan.
Such a designation for the endangered San
Jacinto crownscale would add another
layer of scrutiny to projects on land con-
sidered essential to the survival of the
gray-leaved plant, which grows up to 12
inches.

In this case, the Service said more than
15,000 acres in the San Jacinto Valley and
north of Lake Elsinore could be consid-
ered essential. Of that, more than 5,400
acres are part of the state-managed San
Jacinto Wildlife Area.

Members of the environmental group that
sued to get the designation said they dis-
agreed with the wildlife agency's finding.

"The Service's conclusion that this plant
doesn't need any more protection is sim-
ply wrong," said Kassie Siegel, attorney
for the Center for Biological Diversity in
Idyllwild.

Siegel said the county's habitat plan only
promises to protect 80 percent of the

plant's habitat while at the same time al-
lowing several transportation and flood
control projects, which she said can harm
the habitat.

Carolyn Syms Luna, general manager of
the Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority, said any construc-
tion plans near the plant will undergo a
review to make sure they aren't in con-
flict with the habitat plan. The plan cov-
ers some 146 species, and will allow
growth to occur outside of species re-
serves.

The wildlife agency will accept comments
on its decision until Dec. 6. The public
can e-mail comments to
fw1cfwo_sjvc@fws.gov or fax them to
760-431-9681.
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