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Court overturns rule downlisting wolf’s
endangeed status

   U.S. District Judge Robert E.
Jones in Portland, Ore., delivered
a victory Monday to
conservationists when he
overturned a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service rule that downlisted the
gray wolf’s endangered status and
divided historic wolf ranges.
   The judge enjoined and vacated
the April 1, 2003 U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service national wolf
reclassification rule that divided all
gray wolf historic range in the
contiguous 48 states into three huge
Distinct Population Segments, said
Michael Robinson, coordinator of
carnivore conservation for the
Center for Biological Diversity, one
of 19 plaintiffs in the lawsuit.
   Robinson said the Wildlife
Service’s rule would also have
downlisted wolves in most of the
West and East from “endangered”
to “threatened” status and
precipitated a recovery planning
process for wolves in the
Southwest, parts of the southern
Rocky Mountains and the
Colorado Plateau without
consideration of the Mexican gray
wolf’s unique status as a locally
evolved subspecies.

   “This is great news for gray
wolves, including our highly
imperiled Mexican gray wolf,”
Robinson said.
   As a result of Monday’s ruling,
Robinson said recently issued rules
will have to be rescinded for the
Eastern and Western Gray Wolf
Distinct Population Segments which
would have allowed ranchers to
shoot wolves on sight if they could
claim the lobos were chasing
domestic animals — even if they had
no evidence.
   Additionally, a recovery team for
wolves in the Southwest Gray Wolf
Distinct Population Segment will
have to receive different marching
orders, said Robinson, who is also
a member of that team.
   The defendants, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and Secretary of
the Interior Gale Norton, as well as
intervenor-defendants Wyoming,
Idaho and the Safari Club, had
argued that the phrase in the
Endangered Species Act that
defines an endangered species as
one likely to go extinct in “all or a
significant portion of its range” only
applies to the species’ current
range. The court called that
argument “internally inconsistent”
with other rationales advanced for

the regulation at issue.
   Robinson said the ruling means
that today wolves are once again
governed by a 1978 federal
regulation that guaranteed
consideration of biological
subspecies in recovery planning.
That regulation had been replaced
by the April 1, 2003, rule which the
judge struck down Monday.
   “It’s a triumph of science over
politics,” Robinson said.
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