
 
 
 

 
 

County Finishing Species 'insurance' Proposal 
 

The plan would allow the county to maintain enough developable land. It  
needs feds' OK.  
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Pima County officials are 
wrapping up work on an 
"insurance policy" to lessen 
chances of running afoul of 
federal endangered species 
protections while ensuring that 
enough developable land 
remains to accommodate 
growth. County officials this 
week released a draft version of 
the Multi-Species  
Conservation Plan, the final 
component of the Sonoran 
Desert Conservation  
Plan that has been under 
development since 1998.  
 
The 346-page draft report is 
essentially the county's 
application to the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service for exemptions 
from sanctions for the loss of  
federally protected plants and 
animals through habitat loss, 
mostly because of development.  
 
Without such a Section 10 
permit from the agency, the 
county could be prevented from 
issuing building permits in areas 
where even accidental 
destruction of endangered 
species or habitat critical to 
their survival is a possibility.  
 
If federal wildlife officials sign 
off on the report later this year, 

the county will continue to be 
able to issue land-use permits, 
do capital improvement projects 
and conduct or permit other 
activities that could result in an 
"incidental taking" of a member 
of an endangered species. "It 
addresses how we grow and 
where we grow," County 
Administrator Chuck  
Huckelberry said of the overall 
Sonoran Desert Conservation 
Plan.  
 
That plan will bundle all county 
natural resource protection 
regulations and land-use 
planning activities into one 
document.  
 
The just-released draft Multi-
Species Conservation Plan is 
the last of three major elements 
of the larger plan.  
 
It identifies 35 species of 
vulnerable plants and animals 
living inside a 600,000-acre 
Conservation Lands System, 
adopted in 2001, that would be 
protected by development 
restrictions.  
 
In 2001, county officials 
adopted a Conservation Lands 
System identifying  
environmentally important 

lands.  
 
Last year, county voters 
approved a $174.3 million bond 
program for acquisition of open 
space as part of that system.  
 
Federal approval of a final 
version of the Multi-Species 
Conservation Plan  
later this year would not 
guarantee that the plan would 
work as desired.  
Huckelberry noted that such 
efforts in other communities 
have almost invariably been 
deemed failures because those 
communities were unable or  
unwilling to provide staff hours 
and funding to update their 
plans to continue to satisfy 
federal wildlife protections.  
 
The county's plan will be 
continually upgraded to avoid 
such a fate, he said.  
 
"It is our insurance policy, 
intended to create long-term 
economic stability as we grow 
in a way that adds to our quality 
of life," Huckelberry told the  
supervisors in a memorandum 
on the plan yesterday.  
 
Some question where county 
officials will get the yet-



unidentified future funding 
necessary to upgrade the plan 
and preserve open lands and 
facilities acquired for 
conservation.  
 
"How is the county going to 
fund long-term monitoring and 
protection?" asked David 
Hogan of the Center for 
Biological Diversity, to ensure 
the plan is working as planned.  
 
Hogan said he feared that 
because the latest draft Multi-
Species Conservation Plan 
decreased the listing of 
vulnerable plants and animals  
from an original 54 to 35 
"priority" species, those left off 
the listing could be left 
unprotected against habitat loss.  
 
Board Chairman Sharon 
Bronson has pressed for the 
Sonoran overall plan, and  
said officials are aware that 
more needs to be done.  
 
"That is an issue, among others, 
that we will address," Bronson 
said. "That's what the comment 
period is for."  
 
The Multi-Species Conservation 
Plan draft will be subject to 
public comments and revisions 
for several months, Huckelberry 
said, before it is forwarded  
to the federal agency for 
scrutiny.  
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